Dear friends,

HAPPY CHRISTMAS.

| presided at two carol services on Sunday — one at St. Michael's and one at St.
Peter's. The uncanny thing is that there were exactly the same number of adults at
each service — 106. | don’t know what message the universe is trying to send me but
that is setting us up for a bumper showing at what is traditionally the most popular
service of them all - the All Saints traditional Christmas Eve carol service this evening
which is almost always absolutely heaving.

That will be followed by Midnight Mass at St. Peter's and then two communion
services on Christmas day at All Saints and St. Michael’s.

Thank you to Jean Burrows who is carrying the load of providing all three Christingle
services —one in each church. These are quite easily the biggest services in St. Peter’s
of the year, historically drawing over 400 people on occasion.

Thankfully, I am feeling a lot better now after two debilitating ailments happening
concurrently and | am starting to eat and drink almost normally now — or as normal as
is possible for me.

Thursday 25th December — Christmas Day
Archdeacon Trevor Jones will preside at both services at St. Peter’s, and | will preside
at All Saints at 9.30am and at St. Michael’s at 11am.

There are three sets of readings set for Christmas (Sets 1, 2 and 3) so itis not possible
to provide a precis of them all here but rest assured that they all conform to the pattern
of a Prophesy concerning God doing a great new thing in the world, and a gospel
account of a birth narrative told either as a history of what happened or as in John’s
gospel placed in its wider theological context.

Sunday 28th December — Christmas 1.
| will be presiding at both services at St. Peter’s. Chris Cant will preside at All Saints
at 9.30am and Jean Burrows will preside at St. Michael’s at 11am.

Isaiah 63:7-9. Isaiah recalls in his own time that God has always been with his people
Israel and had guided and protected them. Confident at what God has done in the past
will comfort his people and bolster them in tough times to come.

Hebrews 2:10-18. A powerful statement confirming that Jesus was fully flesh and
blood just like us. He had to be in order to help free mankind from slavery to sin and
death — exactly like us so he could help us. Jesus suffered so that he could help those
who suffer, which is apposite to what is going to happen in our gospel reading today.

Matthew 2: 13-22. What came into the world was light and life, but evil doesn’t go
down without a fight. There was a terrible response from King Herod who decreed that
every male child under two years old be put to death. The murder of the “holy



Innocents” is a brutal reminder that unadulterated good will always attract violent
opposition.

Thought for the Day.

On Christmas day we are encouraged into seeing everything through rose-tinted
glasses. To be sure, the birth of Jesus, son of God into the world is an absolute good
and must be celebrated accordingly. But menace is never far away and there is always
a shadow side eager to disrupt proceedings. We know of course that in the course of
normal human existence, the shadow side to Christmas is loneliness, despair, family
fall outs, crippling debts for some, and malign intent in some who cannot bear to see
other people happy and content. This was exactly the situation in the aftermath of the
birth of Jesus. Incidentally, the fact that the Magi visited Jesus at his “house” and
Herod demanded that all male children under two should be put to death leads
theologians to say that the Magi are not strictly speaking a part of the nativity scene
but arrived up to two years later. Of course, they have been eternally co-opted into the
Christmas story nowadays so there is little point trying to buck tradition. The murder
of the “Holy innocents” is a reminder that evil lurks forever adjacent to goodness and
beauty in this fallen and compromised world. That God warned Joseph in a dream to
get out and flee to Egypt was necessary to protect God’s eternal plan to save mankind,
but one cannot help thinking about all those hundreds and babies ripped from their
mother’s arms and put to death probably right in front of their eyes. And all done in
order to try and protect privilege, power and the status quo.

But as St. Paul once said, if it's anything to do with you try and be at peace with each
other. Ultimately, no one can control what other people do, say or think, but we can all
take the lead in showing the fruit of the Christian Spirit by being the change we’d like
to see. Happy Christmas to everyone.

The Prayer for Today is taken from the Christmas vespers liturgy of the Orthodox
church.

While all things were in quiet silence,

And night was in the midst of her swift course,
Thine almighty word, O lord,

Leaped down out of thy royal throne.

Alleluia!

Love and peace,

Martin



