
THE RALEIGH  MISSION COMMUNITY 
OUR VISION: "To know and worship God, to show his love by reaching out into the community and 

welcoming all into his church." 
www.raleighmissioncommunity.org.uk   The Lawn, Budleigh Salterton, EX9 6LT 

Vicar - Rev’d Martin Jacques: 01395 443473   vicar@rmcommunity.co.ukRMC Office: Fran Mills – 
Mon, Tues & Thursday working from home 9.00 – 13.00  07880331465  

                                Wed 10.00 – 12.00 & Friday 10.00 – 14.00 in RMC office 01395 443397 raleighmc@gmail.com 
Website@rmcommunity.co.uk Please send details of all events to Stacey for inclusion on website. 

 

Rev’d Martin Jacques announces his retirement! 
 

On Thursday 27th last week I met with Bishop Mike Harrison and told him that I would be retiring at 
Easter next year thus giving the church just over four months’ notice. 

My last service in St. Peter’s will be Easter Sunday which is on April 5th. My last services in All Saints 
and St. Michael’s will be on Palm Sunday.  I acknowledge that I owe the church an enormous debt of 

gratitude and have always served whatever congregation I have been privileged to be their priest 
with a sense of profound duty and love. 

From Margate to Bucharest, from Gainford to Winston, From Tynemouth to Budleigh Salterton, East 
Budleigh and Otterton, it has been a pleasure to be your vicar and while nobody is perfect, I have 

always tried to serve with integrity, doing the best I can. 
The last seven years have been a testing period that included two years of Covid and managing single 

handed since we lost our associate priest some years ago. During this latter period, I have been 
honoured to work with my administrator Fran Mills who has been wonderful and worked with a 

dedicated collection of retired priests who have, and am I am sure will continue to offer their services 
until the church decides to appoint a successor. I also want to thank all wardens and church officers 
past and present and PCC members of all the churches in which I have ever served – it has been a 

pleasure to work with you all. 
When I first arrived in Devon my brief was to bring stability and calm to three churches that had 

experienced, according to Bishop Robert Atwell, some turbulence and I believe I have achieved that. I 
wish everyone well and as I am only retiring to Sidmouth, I expect I’ll continue to bump into one or two 
of you after April next year. If so, mines a glass a red, unless its lunchtime when it’s a glass of white. 

Easter Sunday is four months off, and everything carries on as normal between now and then. 
Naturally I will not be starting anything new or making any decisions that my successor will have to 

deal with or engaging with anything that will have to be sustained after I ‘ve gone.  
So may God bless you all. 

 
Sunday 7th December – Advent 1 

Archdeacon Trevor Jones will preside at both services at St. Peter’s and I will preside at All Saints and 
St. Michael’s at 9.30 and 11am respectively. The second candle on the Advent wreath represents the 

prophets. 
 

We offer prayers for: Alice Barrett, Jackie Clemo, Andrew Allan, Matthew Allan, Mandy & Frank, Kay 
Hassels, Doris Godfrey, Anne Grieve. We also pray for all those suffering from a terminal illness 
or undergoing invasive treatments. 
Recently Deceased: Diane Baker   Funeral All Saints Church 8th December @ 14.00 
Janet Hesketh:  Funeral 2nd January 2026 @ 13.00 
Annual Remembrance: Brian Fowler, Phipps Turnbull, Kenneth Butler, Brian Ryland, Bobert Burch. 

  
 

http://www.raleighmissioncommunity.org.uk/
mailto:Website@rmcommunity.co.uk


Thought for the Day: Having introduced Advent last week, it is time to explain the Advent wreath. 
Different schemas are available of course (Some priests light the pink candle on a different day for 

example) but the schema that accords most with the readings for each week, and therefore the one I 
use is as follows. In the symbolic romp through salvation history we start with the Patriarchs of the 

Jewish religion. Abraham (and his wife Sarah) and Jacob (who had his name changed to Israel) figure 
hugely here. Then comes the whole load of prophets whose writings fill a good proportion of the 

Hebrew scriptures featuring books/people like Amos, Isaiah and Jeremiah for example and as we see 
in today’s gospel reading can include John the Baptist. Then John the Baptist gets his own special 

candle as the herald, the man who points the way towards Jesus. Then, we come to the virgin Mary, 
without whom and without her “yes” to God, Jesus would not have been born. Her pivotal and central 

role was essential for a true incarnation of God to become man. And finally, on Christmas day (or 
Midnight Mass) we light the final white candle for Jesus himself. So in simple form we have 

1. Patriarchs, 2. Prophets, 3. John the Baptist, 4. The Blessed virgin Mary 
5. Jesus Christ, the Son of God. 

As I say, other schemas are available, but these accord best with the scriptures we are presented with 
on the appointed Sundays. 

 

The Prayer for Today: is from the Book of Common Prayer. Reading the Bible can be hard work, with 
some pieces seemingly irrelevant or hard to fathom. Let’s pray then for help in using the Bible better. 
Blessed Lord, who has caused all holy scriptures to be written for our learning, 
Grant that we may in such wise hear them, Read, mark, learn and inwardly digest them, 
That by patience, and comfort of thy holy word, we may embrace, and ever hold fast the 
blesses Hope of eternal life, Which thou hast given us in our saviour Jesus Christ. Amen. 

 

Dear all, please see forwarded from Steve Hitchcock, Head Teacher at St Peter’s. 
I’m writing to you today because Budleigh Library is facing significant cuts under the new Devon 
County Council consultation. The proposal would reduce our library’s staffed hours, with the possibility 
of replacing trained staff with volunteers. For a town like ours, this would be a huge loss. 
Budleigh Library is far more than shelves of books. It is a warm, safe, free community hub – a place 
where families spend hours playing, talking and reading; where children develop confidence and 
independence; where some of the most vulnerable people in our community find support, kindness and 
connection. Last year alone, nearly 50,000 visits were made, and over 28,000 books were issued. It is 
one of the busiest libraries for its size in Devon. 
None of this can happen on 15 hours a week or with volunteers instead of skilled, trained staff. The 
team at Budleigh do far more than lend books: they support families, spot safeguarding concerns, run 
reading challenges, author events, clubs, warm spaces, and offer a friendly welcome to anyone who 
walks through the door. This community space simply cannot function without proper staffing. 
The consultation is now live, and we urgently need as many voices as possible. Every adult in the 
household can respond, and there is a separate version for under-17s. 
When completing the consultation, you might want to emphasise: 

• The importance of a fully staffed library, not a volunteer-run one. 
• How heavily Budleigh Library is used by families and children. 
• Its huge social value: safety, warmth, connection, wellbeing. 
• That hours should reflect actual footfall and community need. 
• That “using another library” is not realistic for many families or children. 
• Specific positive experiences you or your children have had. 

You can complete the consultation here: devon.cc/devon-libraries  

http://devon.cc/devon-libraries


Here is the link to the St Peter’s School newsletter for anyone seeking updates on activities & 
fundraising at the school.  https://st-peters-school.org.uk/parents/newsletters/ 
 

Exmouth Food Bank - Preparations for Christmas If you are thinking of donating to the Food Bank 
this Christmas we would really appreciate core food items that are needed for our year round parcels. 
This will help us meet the surge in demand over the festive period and ensure that we have a reserve 
going into 2026. If you would like a poster of the items we are seeking please email 
info@exmouthfoodbank.org.uk. 
We will be launching our Christmas Campaign on Thursday 26 November at the Salterton Road, Tesco 
Store in Exmouth. Do come along in the afternoon & have a chat with some of our volunteers. Donated 
items need to be with us by Friday 12 December ahead of our last push before Christmas. Items can 
be dropped off at the Salvation Army Hall, Sheppards Row EX8 1PW on a Tuesday and Friday 
between 9.00 am and 3.00pm. Alternatively if you would like to arrange a collection please give us a 
call on: 07787 758511Exmouth Food Bank.  
 

Dates for your diary 
Sock Sunday 7th & 14th 

December 

Please bring socks & chocolate to St Peter’s Church, collection pint 
on back pew.  Delivery to St Petrocks before  

Mothers Union 9th December Festive Christmas Celebration. 

Loaves & Fishes 11th December Tickets from Mary Jones or the church office 

Men’s Breakfast 18th December To reserve a place please contact Malcolm Jones 443333 

 

Mothers Union: Christmas Meeting 9th December 2.30 in the PeterHall - we shall be singing carols 
and having readings and poems. Please bring something that you would like to share. 
New Years Lunch, Tuesday 13th January - Tickets will be on sale £15 - cash please. 
 

Winter Fuel allowances Luke 3 verse 11 ‘John replied, "If you have two coats, give one to the 
poor. If you have food, share it with those who are hungry’ As part of our mission and outreach in 
the Raleigh Mission Community, we have over the last seven winters, collected in un-needed winter 
fuel allowances, and redistributed them to individuals & families within our local area who are in need 
of help to pay their winter heating bills. Names are sourced through the schools and through the health 
visitors and social service teams. Over the last seven years over £10k has been redistributed in this 
way. If you would like to take part in the scheme this winter, we would welcome any contribution you 
feel able to make& if you know of any individuals or families who would benefit this winter, please, with 
their permission, give their contact details to Fran Mills who administers this scheme on our behalf. 
Please make any cheques payable to St Peter’s PCC, and hand to Fran, or alternatively use the 
‘Winter Fuel Just Giving button’on the RMC website. We, in turn, give support to those in need thus 
maintaining anonymity on both sides. Please note that all the money collected in this way goes to 
support families experiencing Hardship. Thank you for your generosity and support. 
 
 

RMC Christmas Greetings:  Just a quick reminder for all you super 
organised folk – once again, commencing Sunday 30th November I will 
be running a Christmas greetings page in the weekly pewsheet.  Your 

festive greeting to all your Friends in the RMC will appear in the pewsheet throughout December.  You 
will save on postage & help to save the planet.  A small donation in recognition of your saving would be 
welcomed and will be sent to Exmouth Foodbank but this is not obligatory.  To make it easy a form for 
you to complete can be found at the back of your church, please return it to Fran (or email if you would 
prefer) with your donation if appropriate.   I look forward to hearing from you. With best wishes Fran xx 
 

https://st-peters-school.org.uk/parents/newsletters/


Budleigh Salterton Ladies Choir Christmas Concert is on Wednesday 10th December at 7pm. 
 Tickets £10 including seasonal interval refreshments.  This year we are raising money for Devon 
Freewheelers Blood Bike Service.  Tickets are available on the door (Cash, Card or Contactless). 
 

SQUARE CIRCLE KNITTING GROUP: The Square Circle Knitting Group, although based in All Saints 
Church Hall where we meet every Wednesday afternoon, includes knitters from all three churches in 
the Raleigh Mission Community. Since August this year, we have donated many items to CR2EE 
(Christian Response to Eastern Europe). Thank you to all our knitters – those who come to our 
sessions and those who contribute from their own homes. We hope these knitted items will help to 
sustain the communities of Moldova and Ukraine during their long and bitter winter weather.  Knitting 
these items has obviously used a lot of wool and we regularly need to replenish our stock. Therefore, 
we will soon be selling knitted Christmas puddings, Christmas stockings and crackers. All contain a 
chocolate (usually a Ferrero Rocher!) kindly donated by the Co-Op store in Budleigh Salterton who 
regularly support us. These will be for sale in the East Budleigh Community Shop and the Sir Walter 
Raleigh Community pub from the end of November. Please come and buy them! 

 
Collect: Almighty God, as your kingdom dawns, turn us from the darkness of sin to the light of 
holiness, that we may be ready to meet you in our Lord and Saviour, Jesus Christ. 
  

First Reading: Isaiah 11: 1-10.  
A shoot shall come out from the stock of Jesse, and a branch shall grow out of his roots. 
The spirit of the Lord shall rest on him, the spirit of wisdom and understanding, the spirit of counsel and 
might, the spirit of knowledge and the fear of the Lord. 
His delight shall be in the fear of the Lord. He shall not judge by what his eyes see, or decide by what 
his ears hear; but with righteousness he shall judge the poor, and decide with equity for the meek of 
the earth; he shall strike the earth with the rod of his mouth, and with the breath of his lips he shall kill 
the wicked. Righteousness shall be the belt around his waist, and faithfulness the belt around his loins. 
The wolf shall live with the lamb, the leopard shall lie down with the kid, the calf and the lion and the 
fatling together, and a little child shall lead them. 
The cow and the bear shall graze, their young shall lie down together; and the lion shall eat straw like 
the ox. The nursing child shall play over the hole of the asp, and the weaned child shall put its hand on 
the adder’s den. They will not hurt or destroy on all my holy mountain; for the earth will be full of the 
knowledge of the Lord as the waters cover the sea. On that day the root of Jesse shall stand as a 
signal to the peoples; the nations shall inquire of him, and his dwelling shall be glorious. 

A famous piece in which Isaiah prophesies that a future perfect king of the house of David will 
usher in a perfect time of peace with justice and even nature will live in idyllic unity where 
adversaries like the wolf and the lamb will live peaceably together. This future king will stand as 
a beacon to the nations of the world. 
 

Second Reading: Romans 15: 4-13.  
For whatever was written in former days was written for our instruction, so that by steadfastness and 
by the encouragement of the scriptures we might have hope.  May the God of steadfastness and 
encouragement grant you to live in harmony with one another, in accordance with Christ Jesus, so that 
together you may with one voice glorify the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
Welcome one another, therefore, just as Christ has welcomed you, for the glory of God. For I tell you 
that Christ has become a servant of the circumcised on behalf of the truth of God in order that he might 
confirm the promises given to the patriarchs, and in order that the Gentiles might glorify God for his 
mercy. As it is written, ‘Therefore I will confess you among the Gentiles, and sing praises to your 



name’; and again he says, ‘Rejoice, O Gentiles, with his people’; and again, ‘Praise the Lord, all you 
Gentiles, and let all the peoples praise him’; and again Isaiah says, The root of Jesse shall come, the 
one who rises to rule the Gentiles; in him the Gentiles shall hope.’ 
May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, so that you may abound in hope by the 
power of the Holy Spirit. 

Paul, in this piece explains that the God revealed through scripture and the patriarchs of the 
Jewish people is actually a sign for the whole world who will be drawn in to form one people 
under one God. This was the true message and true hope of the scriptures. 
 

Gospel Reading: Matthew 3: 1-12.  
In those days John the Baptist appeared in the wilderness of Judea, proclaiming, ‘Repent, for the 
kingdom of heaven has come near.’ This is the one of whom the prophet Isaiah spoke when he said, 
‘The voice of one crying out in the wilderness: “Prepare the way of the Lord, make his paths straight.”’ 
Now John wore clothing of camel’s hair with a leather belt around his waist, and his food was locusts 
and wild honey. Then the people of Jerusalem and all Judea were going out to him, and all the region 
along the Jordan, and they were baptized by him in the river Jordan, confessing their sins. 
But when he saw many Pharisees and Sadducees coming for baptism, he said to them, ‘You brood of 
vipers! Who warned you to flee from the wrath to come? Bear fruit worthy of repentance. Do not 
presume to say to yourselves, “We have Abraham as our ancestor”; for I tell you, God is able from 
these stones to raise up children to Abraham. Even now the axe is lying at the root of the trees; every 
tree therefore that does not bear good fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire. 
‘I baptize you with water for repentance, but one who is more powerful than I is coming after me; I am 
not worthy to carry his sandals. He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire. His winnowing-fork is in 
his hand, and he will clear his threshing-floor and will gather his wheat into the granary; but the chaff 
he will burn with unquenchable fire.’ 

John the Baptist is deliberately portrayed here as an “Old Testament” style prophet. The fierce 
and wild simple man with a clear message speaking from the margins (the wilderness). In such 
a role he bridges the gap between the two testaments – old and new – and clears the path for 
the Messiah. 
 

St Peter’s, Budleigh Salterton 

Sunday 7th December Holy Communion 8.00 

 Holy Communion: Hymns: 246 355 535 280 

Setting: The Budleigh Service - Stephen Tanner 
Anthem: Ave Maria - Václav Horák 
Voluntary: Fugue on BACH - Gustav Merkel 

10.00 

Wednesday 10th December Holy Communion    9.30 

Sunday 14th December Holy Communion 8.00 

 Holy Communion  10.00 

 Choral Evensong 18.00 

All Saints, East Budleigh  

Sunday 7th December Holy Communion 9.30 

Tuesday 9th December  Morning Prayer 9.30 

Sunday 14th  Holy Communion 9.30 

St Michael’s Otterton                                                                                                                       

Sunday 7th December Morning Prayer 11.00 

Thursday 11th December  Morning Prayer 9.30 

Sunday 14th Holy Communion 11.00 



For sale: HP Printer Office Jet Pro 8024, Screen HP Intel Core i3, Keyboard Logi Silent Touch. 
Surplus to requirements, donation to St.Peter's church.  For more information see Fran 

 

Budleigh Salterton Male Voice Choir: On Saturday 20th December at 7.00pm the Choir will 
perform their Annual Christmas Carol Concert at St Peter’s Church. The concert programme will 
include a guest soprano and the opportunity for the audience to join in with several well-known carols. 
Tickets are £12, which can be obtained from the Choir’s website www.budleighmvc.co.uk or purchased 
from “Reflections” at 25 High Street from early December. Tickets can be purchased on the night 
as cash on the door. We look forward to seeing you and all your family on 20th December. 
Richard Gerry BSMVC Secretary 
 

Shoe Boxes: Very grateful thanks to all who contributed by giving boxes and donations . A total of a12 
boxes and over£300 were passed on to CREE, Christian Response to Eastern Europe, who were 
overwhelmed. Sue Low & Alison Newson 

                                                            

Sock Sunday: We will be collecting warm clothing again this year in support of St. 
Petrock's mission to homeless people sleeping rough in Exeter and beyond.  Please 
donate new or nearly new socks, hats, scarves and gloves, preferably with some 
chocolate contributions tucked inside your gifts.  The latest date for adding to the 

boxes of woollies will be Sunday Dec.14. Geoff and Judith Aplin. Also grateful thanks to Heather 
Gorman who has offered to take on the organisation of Sock Sunday going forward. 
 
 

 

            RMC CHRISTMAS GREETINGS 
2025 

My message for the Christmas pew sheet is:- 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                                                         Name of sender of greeting: 
 
                                                        …………………………………. 
 
                                      I have/have not enclosed a donation.  Many, many thanks 

Please return to Fran Mills in the RMC Office St Peter’s Church Budleigh Salterton EX9 6LT 
 


