OTTERTON PARISH NEWS
SEPTEMBER 2025
A member of the Raleigh Mission Community
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VICAR: Revd Martin Jacques (443473 & 07795 025016)

revmartinjacques@gmail.com

CHURCHWARDENS: Ms Anne Radcliffe BEM (568059)

Mrs Stacey James (07891 482169)

RMC PARISH ADMINISTRATOR: Mrs Fran Mills - raleighmc@gmail.com

WFH Mon, Tues, Thurs 9am — 1pm; (07880 331465)

RMC office at St Peter’s Church open Fri 10am-2pm (01395 443397)

SERVICES FOR SEPTEMBER

SUNDAY 7th SEPTEMBER

9.30 am Holy Communion Cw East Budleigh
11.00 am Morning Prayer Otterton
SUNDAY 14th SEPTEMBER

9.30 am Holy Communion Ccw East Budleigh
11.00 am Holy Communion Cw Otterton
SUNDAY 21st SEPTEMBER

9.30 am Holy Communion Ccw East Budleigh
11.00 am Holy Communion CwW Otterton
SUNDAY 28th SEPTEMBER

9.30 am Holy Communion CwW East Budleigh
11.00 am Holy Communion Cw Otterton
SUNDAY Sth OCTOBER

9.30 am Holy Communion Cw East Budleigh
11.00 am Morning Prayer Otterton
Morning Prayer will be said at 9.30am at East Budleigh on Tuesdays and at Otterton on Thursdays

OTTERTON BELL RINGERS
We urgently need more ringers!
Have you ever heard the bells ringing and wondered how it’s done?

Well, why not come along to St Michael’s Church tower on Tuesday evenings at 7:30pm to
have a go at ringing. Learn the age-old skill and keep the tradition going in the village.
Everyone is welcome, from 15 years of age upwards. Join the expert and welcoming team.
Hope to see you soon!

For any enquiries please contact Philippa Browring on 07889 536486

View from The Vicarage




Dear friends,

I was reading a book of poetry the other day which is unusual for me, but I suppose I was subconsciously looking for
something that would connect with my weathered care-worn soul.

Like a lot of people, I am naturally melancholic, and reading lots of uplifting, life affirming stuff can just irritate me. But
sad, melancholy stuff really resonates and moves my soul.

Melancholy (not depression) is a state, | think, of seeing quite clearly, almost too clearly, the deep flaws, contradictions
and compromises of life and accepting them, almost relishing them. Empathizing with the pain of the world we live in is
a part, and a necessary part, of being Christian — it is written into the narrative. We worship a crucified saviour after all —
how could it not be?

I came across the famous poem by Stevie Smith which concludes with the lines “I was much too far out all my life and
not waving but drowning.”

I am not talking about the “big” stuff here like poverty, war, bombings or oppression, though of course they are all there;
just the quiet desperation of millions of ordinary men and women enduring secret hurts, wounds, regrets and stoically
accepting hopelessness as a part of life.

I was one of those people and I can often still feel that way sometimes, but I found the balm for my soul in the crucified
God of the Christian religion.

It speaks of a God who knows suffering and the depths of hopelessness “My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?”
questioned Jesus hanging from the cross.

If, in communion, we are at one with all creation when we receive the bread, we are equally at one with all pain and
suffering when we drink wine from the cup. “Can you drink the cup?” asked Jesus.

September is traditionally a month given over to melancholy — the Summer has passed and comes before the harshness
of Winter and eventually the promise of Spring. Yes, Christianity is a religion that joyously celebrates Christ’s victory
over suffering and death — but suffering and death had to come first. We can try as hard as we like, but we cannot have
one without the other. Martin

* * * * * * * *
COUNTY COUNCIL
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Contacts: Charlotte Fitzgerald — charlotte.fitzgerald@eastdevon.gov.uk; Melanie Martin — melanie.martin@eastdevon.gov.uk;
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OTTERTON PARISH COUNCIL
The Otterton Parish Council will meet on Monday 1st September at 7.30pm in the Village Hall, when they will
welcome newest Council member, Stevie Mears.
The telephone box library is doing well and residents seem to be enjoying the books & the new addition of jigsaws to
borrow. Unfortunately, some are being taken and not returned. To ensure a healthy supply, we need more children’s
books and young adult books in addition to puzzles. Please contact Belinda if you have donations. Many thanks.
Please send items for the next agenda to the clerk by Friday 29th August. If you are interested in the workings of the
Parish Council or want to know more about what's going on in Otterton, do come along. All welcome.

Francesca Mills, Clerk to Otterton Parish Council; Sandycross Farmhouse, Yettington, Budleigh Salterton EX9 7BW

mobile: 07880 331465; email: clerk@otterton.info; website: www.otterton.info

OTTERTON VILLAGE HALL (from Julia Bove, Secretary)

Please Help! We are currently looking for keen villagers who would be interested in joining us on the Otterton Village
Hall Committee. We have the positions of Treasurer and Chairman coming up so if you have any previous experience in
these positions or would like to find out more, please contact our chairman Richard Witherby on 07989 432423 or email
chair.ottertonvh@gmail.com We also need general committee members where no particular skills are needed, just an
enthusiasm to be part of the Otterton community with ideas to keep our village hall up and running. We meet every
quarter. Again, if you are interested or know someone else who would be, please contact our chairman Richard Witherby
as above.

Bookings for Otterton Village Hall can now be made on The Hall Master Booking System which enables you to check
availability, pricing and make hall bookings easily online via the Otterton Village Hall website. Our hall is equipped with
a fully fitted kitchen, wi-fi, sound system, projector, tables and chairs, all included for use in the hire charge. We also
have a smaller meeting room available for meetings or small group activities. Please consider us for
family/birthday/village parties or events!

Maybe you are an instructor looking for a space to run your class? There are already regular classes held at the village
hall which you may be interested in joining. Please use the 'Hall Booking' link to access the timetable to see what's on
when.
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5 2] No report this month.

@ OTTERTON C of E PRIMARY SCHOOL

EVENTS COMMITTEE (from Jerry Fry)

A big thank you to everyone who came along to help with tidying and painting the play park; it looks so much better!!
We are still organising more work parties and sorting out the new climbing frame.

We are now starting to organise the Reindeer Run in December so any volunteers for marshals would be great - thanks!
Let me know if you’re interested.

OTTERTON COMMUNITY SHOP

Fresh fish is still available to pre-order and the updated Fish List is available in the shop or can be viewed on our
website. There is a wide range of fresh fish, shellfish and frozen items that are delivered to the shop on Tuesdays and
Fridays, including delicious Hake Fillets at £4.68 each, Exe Mussels at £6.21 per kg and Lyme Bay Scallops at 90p each.
Really good quality and excellent value.

We continue to add to our range of ready meals with the introduction of those from Bistro Chef; well worth investigating
when you want a night off from cooking. Also new, Dartmoor Zero low alcohol beer in 300ml bottles.

Finally, we have no further need of old egg boxes to repackage those that previously came in trays as Fenton Eggs are
now our sole supplier. Please do not return them to the shop but recycle them as you would normally.

~=> OTTERTON LADIES’ COFFEE MORNING — 11am Monday 1st September at The King’s Arms
A chance to make new friends and catch up with old ones. All welcome. Thanks as always to the pub for
hosting.

OTTERTON MILL

News - Taste Festival, Sunday 14th, free entry, no booking required, tasters and milling

Milling - 14th & 28th - come and see our millers; always happy to answer questions; entry free; in action 11am-12.30pm
& 2-3pm

Otterton Relief in Need Charity (ORINC) was set up to provide grants or loans to Otterton residents who are in
financial hardship. We can respond very quickly when approached, so please get in touch if you are in a budgé}?ﬁg'
Crisis. -
Types of help given include payment of bills for fuel, rent, electricity, supply of logs, and other essential expenses.
You can contact us via our website or email us at orin.charity@gmail.com
Paper application forms are available in the village hall foyer and in the church. Post them to us via the private ORINC
post box in the foyer of the village hall which is checked weekly.

ALL APPLICATIONS ARE DEALT WITH IN COMPLETE CONFIDENCE.

THE KINGS’S ARMS — from Freddie and The King’s Arms Team
Here are some key dates for your diaries:

Quizzes — The quiz in September will be on Wednesday 24th September. We’re changing it up a little bit! We’re going
to be doing Pizza & Quiz for £9.50! The pizzas are home-made, and will be 12” (so enough for 1!) and toppings will be:
Margherita, Pepperoni & Chicken or Spinach & Goats Cheese.

Music Bingo — Alex will be joining us again on the last Friday of the month, so Friday 26th September.

We’re delighted to announce that Food Drink Devon has shortlisted The King’s Arms for “Best in” category for
Hospitality across all the venues in Devon! We are up against some really strong competition; however, being shortlisted
for this award is an achievement in itself! So do please come down and enjoy our food; it’s getting rave reviews!
MURDER MYSTERY @ KING’S ARMS OTTERTON

Not technically September! But on 10th October we are going to host a Murder Mystery night here at The King’s Arms!
We’re getting in a selection of actors to portray a murder scene for you, the budding detectives, to solve.

2 courses with a glass of wine & the chance to follow along for the evening for just £35.

This really is an event that should be seen to be believed. It’s like Cluedo, with food & drink!



mailto:orin.charity@gmail.com

Pop in and see us for more details and to grab a menu!

SUMMER PLAY FESTIVAL AT THE MANOR PAVILION THEATRE., SIDMOUTH (ends 20th September)

Another great opportunity to see 12 plays in 12 weeks, put on for the 9th consecutive year by the remarkable Paul Taylor
Mills theatre company. Each play runs for a week (Mon - Sat) starting on 23rd June with a break in the first week of
August for Folk Week. This year's selection, ranging from comedy to murder, thriller to farce, includes plays by Alan
Ayckbourn, Francis Durbridge, Noel Coward and Philip King. Performed to a very high standard with stunning sets
guarantees that you will not be disappointed. Brochures are available from the Community Shop, The King’s Arms and
The Mill. See Manor Pavilion, Sidmouth website or contact the box office on 01395 514413 for more details and
bookings.

FROM BETH HUMPHREY, Heath to Sea Project Support Officer, Clinton Devon Estates

Heaths to Sea: proposals for a nature-rich, climate-resilient and productive landscape
Clinton Devon Estates recently unveiled its draft proposals for the Heaths to Sea Landscape Recovery Project at a public

forum held at Bicton College in July.

Covering 4,666 hectares across the lower River Otter catchment, the project aims to create a thriving, diverse landscape
that supports nature, climate resilience, sustainable farming, and public access. The project team are working closely
with local land managers and communities to balance public access with the needs of farming and nature.

Proposals include the creation of up to 100 hectares of climate-resilient, productive woodland, and 185 hectares of wood
pasture and scrub mosaic habitats, grazed by traditional livestock breeds. Selective thinning and species diversification
will enhance existing woodlands, creating a more natural woodland structure and increasing biodiversity.

An important aim of the project is to reconnect the river with its floodplain through the development of 200 hectares of
wetland, including ponds, wet woodland, and grazing marsh. Buffer zones along field edges and tributaries will provide
vital wildlife corridors.

In fertile agricultural areas, the project will support farmers to continue to grow food and support nature using
sustainable, nature-friendly agricultural and conservation practices alongside their existing farm model.

The draft plans will be submitted to Defra in December 2025. If approved, implementation will begin in summer 2026
and continue for at least 20 years.

For more information on the proposals visit www.heathstosea.com/draftplans

THE LOOKOUT FROM LADRAM

We would like to give early warning of our annual firework display - this is taking place on Saturday 25th October at
approximately 7pm. We are also delighted to be continuing with our winter pool offering; more details should be
available from early October.

POLICE — Exmouth Neighbourhood Team: Mark.Edwards2@devonandcornwall.pnn.police.uk
Emergency 999; General Enquiries number 101; exmouth@devonandcornwall.pnn.police.uk; http://www.ukcrimestats.com/

TAXI SERVICE: Available for local and long-distance journeys, including airport runs. Contact Barry on 07925
933100.

Entrles for Otterton Parlsh News should be sent to Jlll Beacham - emall ]1ll@beacham co.uk — 01395 446433
. or ¢ 3 atest. Thank you.
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