OTTERTON PARISH NEWS
NOVEMBER 2025
A member of the Raleigh Mission Community

VICAR: Revd Martin Jacques (443473 & 07795 025016)
revmartinjacques@gmail.com
CHURCHWARDEN: Ms Anne Radcliffe BEM (568059)

RMC PARISH ADMINISTRATOR: Mrs Fran Mills - raleighmc@gmail.com
WFH Mon, Tues, Thurs 9am — 1pm; (07880 331465)
RMC office at St Peter’s Church open Wed 10am-12noon and
Fri 10am-2pm (01395 443397)

SERVICES FOR NOVEMBER

SUNDAY 2nd NOVEMBER - All Saints

9.30 am Holy Communion Cw East Budleigh
11.00 am Morning Prayer Otterton
SUNDAY 9th NOVEMBER - Remembrance

9.30 am Holy Communion Ccw East Budleigh
11.00 am Service at War Memorial East Budleigh
11.00 am Remembrance Service Otterton
SUNDAY 16th NOVEMBER

9.30 am Holy Communion CwW East Budleigh
11.00 am Holy Communion CW Otterton
SUNDAY 23rd NOVEMBER

9.30 am Holy Communion Cw East Budleigh
11.00 am Holy Communion CWwW Otterton
SUNDAY 30th NOVEMBER

9.30 am Holy Communion Cw East Budleigh
11.00 am Holy Communion CW Otterton
SUNDAY 7th DECEMBER

9.30 am Holy Communion Cw East Budleigh
11.00 am Morning Prayer Otterton
Morning Prayer will be said at 9.30am at East Budleigh on Tuesdays and at Otterton on Thursdays

The OTTERTON ANNUAL PARISH BOUNDARY WALK is on SATURDAY 8th NOVEMBER.

Meet on The Green at 9.30am.
Walk all or part of this beautiful 11 mile circular route and bring a picnic.
The anticipated timeline is: The Green 9.30am — White Bridge 10.30am - Otter Head — Ladram Bay 12noon
High Peak — Mutters Moor (Lunch) — Passaford Farm - The Green 3.30pm
ALL WELCOME




View f The Vi
The biggest national event that takes place in November is of course Remembrance Sunday. This is a national event, not
a religious festival, although as the national church we generally frame the national commemorations from the Cenotaph
in London to almost every village and town in England. I always make a point of remembering that this is a
commemoration that encompasses all people no matter what their faith or none. Suffering and death, war and peace, and
wanting to honour the sacrifice of millions in a common cause are common to all people no matter what they believe.

Of course, as a Christian church I feel that our core values that cover peace, redemption and forgiveness have a lot to
offer and have a vital contribution to make. I also realise that what makes this commemoration special are all the
thousands of intensely personal stories the commemoration embraces.

My Dad, now deceased, remembers seeing his Dad down the end of the street dressed in uniform trudging home after
the First World War. Because he was a country boy used to dealing with horses, that was his assigned role in the trenches
of northern France.

And I remember one of the most poignant personal experiences for me was when we visited the grave of one of my
wife’s relatives who was buried in one of those ubiquitous fields of white crosses in France. We looked up where he was
buried and while we in France, as well as visiting Thiepval and the Canadian trenches, we made a pilgrimage to visit his
grave at “Blighty Ridge”. What made it even more special was that as far as we were aware, we were the first family
members to visit his grave ever. It was an emotional moment when we came across his perfectly kept grave, a certain
Thomas Brook, and laid flowers on the grave.

All the pomp and ceremony embraces thousands and thousands of similar stories and it is a yearly privilege to be
involved with them all.

Martin
* * * * * * * *
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Contact: Jess Bailey, Lark Rise, Elsdon Lane, West Hill, Ottery St Mary EX11 1TZ 01404 814056 jessicamarybailey@yahoo.co.uk
DISTRICT COUNCIL

Contacts: Charlotte Fitzgerald — charlotte.fitzgerald@eastdevon.gov.uk; Melanie Martin — melanie.martin@eastdevon.gov.uk;
Henry Riddell — henry.riddell@eastdevon.gov.uk

OTTERTON PARISH COUNCIL
The Otterton Parish Council are planning to plant a tree on The Green in the coming weeks to replace the Horse
Chestnut that was felled last year. At the same time as doing this, they plan to bury a time capsule for the village which
will be topped by a plaque to identify the position. Ideas for the contents of the capsule are sought and if you would like
to contribute something or an idea, please do contact the Clerk.
The next meeting of the Parish Council will take place on Monday 3rd November commencing at 7.30pm in the
Village Hall. All welcome.

Francesca Mills, Clerk to Otterton Parish Council; Sandycross Farmhouse, Yettington, Budleigh Salterton EX9 7BW

mobile: 07880 331465; email: clerk@otterton.info; website: www.otterton.info

OTTERTON C of E PRIMARY SCHOOL

This term, we were very fortunate to have a visit from The Westcountry Rivers Trust. The whole school was
captivated and enjoyed looking at and identifying different creatures in the river water.

Otters class enjoyed welcoming Drake's CofE Primary School for some geography field work. We took them
out around our village, to see what they could spot. The following week, it was our turn to head over to East Budleigh
and explore their village. The children all enjoyed seeing the similarities or differences compared to Otterton.

We had a wonderful harvest festival celebration, where we reflected on how lucky we are to have delicious food, and
thanked those who help grow and produce our food. Thank you to all families for their donations to Wesley's in
Budleigh.

The Year 3 and 4 children had a wonderful trip to the Farmwise event at Westpoint. They got to make pizzas, milk a
'cow', make sausages and try lots of fruit in the Food section, then try tree surgery and plant a chestnut in the Forestry
section. In the Sheep section, they made friends with some real sheep, had a go at 'lambing' and looked at different
products you can make with wool. Finally, we had a great time exploring owl pellets in the Wildlife section - all the class
were transfixed by the little skulls, jaws and bones they found. A great day out with bonus smoothies and custard pots to
take home!

For World Mental Health Day, our mental health ambassadors talked to the whole school about ways we can look after
our mental health. In Herons, we created bookmarks to help remind us of ways to keep our minds healthy and happy.

We had a non-uniform day last week to raise funds for Just One Tree. Well done to all the children and families for
raising awareness and funding trees to go towards extending our school forest again this year. We are a Planet Hero
School and you can find out more about Just One Tree here https://www.justonetree.life/

Places are available in pre-school which is open Monday to Friday, and in all year groups. For further information please
contact adminotterton@thelink.academy Keep up with us on our Facebook page and website!
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~=» OTTERTON LADIES’ COFFEE MORNING — 11am Monday 3rd November at The King’s Arms
A chance to make new friends and catch up with old ones. All welcome. Thanks as always to the pub for

hosting.

EVENTS COMMITTEE (from Jerry Fry)

We have now raised enough to sort the play park with what it needs and will be doing various upgrades there. So now
we have changed our fund raising to support other causes in the village. We have agreed to donate £1,400 to the church
bell ropes which are in need of replacement, and have also donated £300 for the insurance and £300 towards the
fireworks for the School’s Bonfire Night at Stantyway on 2nd November . Come along for a great night! We also have
plans to put a bench on The Green, to be known as the Mo and Clive Parnell memorial bench. The bench will be also
be available for plaques in memory of any other ‘old school’ locals who have passed on.

TTERT ILLAGE HALL

Please Help! We are currently looking for keen villagers who would be interested in joining us on the Village Hall
Committee. We have the positions of Treasurer and Chairman coming up so if you have any previous experience in these
positions or an interest in finding out more, please contact our Chairman Richard Witherby on 07989 432423 or email
chair.ottertonvh@gmail.com We also need general committee members where no particular skills are needed, just an
enthusiasm to be part of the Otterton community with ideas to keep our village hall up and running. We meet every
quarter. Again, if you are interested or know someone else who would be, please contact Richard Witherby as above.
Bookings for the Village Hall can now be made on The Hall Master Booking System which enables you to check
availability, pricing and make hall bookings easily online via the Village Hall website. Our hall is equipped with a fully
fitted kitchen, wi-fi, sound system, projector, tables and chairs all included in the hire charge. We also have a smaller
meeting room available for meetings or small group activities. Please consider us for family/birthday/village parties or
events! Maybe you are an instructor looking for a space to run your class? There are already regular classes held at the
Village Hall which you may be interested in joining. Please use the 'Hall Booking' link to access the timetable.

OTTERTON COMMUNITY SHOP

New, exclusive to the shop and now available is the Otterton Mug, priced at £7.50. Replicating the highly successful
tea towel design, no self-respecting resident should now drink their tea or coffee out of anything else. It is also the
perfect Christmas present or souvenir for family and friends alike. Postal boxes are also available.

You cannot eat too much fish. The shop’s Fish List is always available in the shop or on our website. Order by phone
01395 708324 or email the shop at ottertoncommunityshop@gmail.com by 3.00 pm on Monday or Thursday to ensure
delivery on Tuesday or Friday by 11.00 am. As ever, really good quality fish from Exmouth.

The Christmas Loyalty Card Draw will take place on 18th December when all the cards redeemed since 1st October
will stand a chance of winning £30.00, £20.00 or £10.00 of vouchers to spend in the shop, so make sure you keep
shopping with us and redeem your Loyalty Cards in time to be entered.

The Annual Volunteer Party will take place at The King’s Arms on Tuesday 18th November at 7.00 p.m.

THE KINGS’S ARMS — from Freddie and The King’s Arms Team

November card: Our winter loyalty card will start on 1st November and run through to 23rd December. Pick yours up
from behind the bar from 1st November. Collect drinks stamps as you go and redeem your free medium wine (any type)
or pint of Lager / Stout / Cider / Ale!

Key dates in November: Quiz night Wednesday 26th November; Music Bingo Friday 28th November.

December Festive Menu: Our Festive menu will run from 1st December to 23rd December. The menu can be found on
every table in the pub and on our website. We can’t wait to see as many of you as possible!

Food Drink Devon Gold! I wanted to share that The King’s Arms was awarded Gold at the Food Drink Devon awards
for Hospitality in the restaurant & pub category, which is a great result for us! Only 16 sites across Devon were
nominated for the award, so this is a fantastic achievement and a testament to the hard work and dedication of our Head
Chef Taiyla and his team, as well as everyone that works FOH with me.

January & February 2026 I wanted to take this space and opportunity to advise of some opening hour changes in
January and February 2026. We are going to be running The King’s on reduced opening hours.

We will be open for Breakfasts from 8am-10am, but will then only be open from 3pm Monday to Friday. Thus, our
opening hours will be as follows:

Monday — Friday Saturday Sunday
8am-10am THEN 3pm-11pm 8am - 11pm 8am - 11pm
We will trade as usual during the February half term. Also, I haven’t forgotten the Coffee Mornings for the ladies; this is
still going to be alright and unaffected!

It is an incredibly challenging time for the industry at large, and we, like countless other businesses, have faced
difficulties. However, making this decision to reduce our opening hours in January & February will ensure that we can
continue to thrive throughout the year and many more years to come! I am personally incredibly grateful for the support
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this community has shown me and my team at large by supporting us with the events we put on and continuing to
frequent the pub. It truly means the world to us all and I thank you for your continued support.

OTTERTON MILL

News: At the time of going to press, we are very much hoping to have our refurbished restaurant up and running again;
do come and have a look. Plenty of Christmas goodies in our Farm and Mill Shop and the usual excellent choice of
refreshments in our café/restaurant marquee. We look forward to seeing you.

Milling: 9th & 30th - our millers will be bringing the Mill to life, grinding wheat for our own wholemeal flour; everyone
welcome; entry is free; milling 11am-12.30pm & 2-3pm.

oRINc Need Financial Help?

' i‘;@:? : Otterton Relief in Need Charity (ORINC) offers quick, confidential support
g for local residents facing money troubles.
‘ We can provide grants to help with essentials like:

e Rent or fuel bills

e Electricity and heating costs

e  Other urgent household expenses

If you’re in financial hardship, please reach out:
€ www.orinc.org.uk
7 orin charity(@ |
Paper forms are also available in the village hall foyer and church.
Drop completed forms in the ORINC post box in the village hall foyer.

THE FORMER LITTLE OTTERS

The Former Little Otters are holding a fundraising jumble sale at East Budleigh Village Hall on Saturday 15th November starting
at 10am, in support of Exmouth Foodbank. Donations of jumble would be gratefully received at the Hall from 9am on 15th
November but if you have difficulty in getting there and need a collection, please call Fran on 07880 331465. Entry £1; refreshments
available.

THE LOOKOUT FROM LADRAM

Our winter pool membership is in full swing. We are open Wednesday - Sunday every week. All pool sessions need to be pre-booked
on https://bookwhen.com/ladrambaywinter Please note members can book 7 days in advance, non-members 24 hours in advance.
Our membership programme is also live to book on line, so you can join from the comfort of your own home on
https://bookwhen.com/ladrambayleisuremember or feel free to pop along and sign up on the day. We look forward to seeing you
soon.

CLINTON DEVON ESTATES - From Beth Humphrey - Heath to Seas Project Support Officer

Nature on the move: connecting habitats, supporting wildlife

The lower Otter Valley is home to a rich mosaic of habitats — from mudflats and reedbeds to heathland and freshwater streams.
Although these habitats support a wide range of species, their fortunes have waned after centuries of habitat loss, fragmentation and
disturbance. The Heaths to Sea Landscape Recovery Project is working to reconnect these habitats and help wildlife to thrive.

Why not head out to see what wildlife you can see? In the winter months, the estuary at Budleigh Salterton is a great place to watch
wading birds like redshank, curlew and black-tailed godwit. Further upstream near Otterton, you may be lucky enough to spot
beavers or otters, or signs of their presence. Keep an eye out for kingfishers flashing past in a burst of blue.

On the Pebblebed Heaths — including Woodbury Common and RSPB Aylesbeare — Dartford warblers have been chirring through the
summer evenings, flitting through gorse and heather. Many may now be migrating back to Africa for the winter, but some do stay
here so if you’re out at dusk, have a listen. Take a minute to enjoy the last of the rich gorse before winter or see if you can spot the
distinctive plants in the area including glasswort, bog asphodel, and round-leaved sundew.

Whilst out, take care to leave nature as you found it. You can do this by responsibly disposing of litter or dog poo in the bins
provided. Enjoy the sights and sounds from the trails and footpaths, allowing all nature space to thrive. On the riverside footpaths,
keep dogs out of the water, as salmon and brown trout will be spawning.

Keen to explore more? Take a closer look at what to see and where to go by visiting:
C OIN/NAtuUre C C C C

Yoluntary Car Park Contributions Coming to the Heaths

The Pebblebed Heaths Conservation Trust will be introducing voluntary car park contributions across their heathland car parks
from October. These contributions will support the conservation of rare and threatened wildlife, the upkeep of paths and parking
areas, ongoing work to manage increasing visitor numbers, and more — keeping the heaths safe, accessible, and nature-rich now and
for future generations. Importantly, access to the heaths remains free and open to all: this scheme simply provides an optional
way to help care for this much-loved landscape.

More info: https://www.pebblebedheaths.org.uk/voluntary-car-park-contributions/

POLICE — Exmouth Neighbourhood Team: Mark.Edwards2@devonandcornwall.pnn.police.uk
Emergency 999; General Enquiries number 101; exmouth@devonandcornwall.pnn.police.uk; http://www.ukcrimestats.com/
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TAXI SERVICE: Available for local and long-distance journeys, including airport runs. Contact Barry on 07925
933100.

Entries for Otterton Parish News should be sent to Jill Beacham - email: jill@beacham.co.uk — 01395 446433
PLEASE NOTE - Deadline for December edition is Wednesday 19th November latest. Thank you.
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