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VICAR: Revd Martin Jacques (443473 & 07795 025016) 
revmartinjacques@gmail.com 

CHURCHWARDENS: Ms Anne Radcliffe BEM (568059) 
 Mrs Stacey James (07891 482169) 
RMC PARISH ADMINISTRATOR: Mrs Fran Mills - raleighmc@gmail.com 

WFH Mon, Tues, Thurs 9am – 1pm; (07880 331465) 
RMC office at St Peter’s Church open Fri 10am-2pm (01395 443397) 

 
 

SERVICES FOR MAY 
 

SUNDAY 4th MAY 
  9.30 am Holy Communion CW East Budleigh 
11.00 am Morning Prayer  Otterton 
    

SUNDAY 11th MAY 
  9.30 am Holy Communion CW East Budleigh 
11.00 am Holy Communion CW Otterton 
    

SUNDAY 18th MAY 
  9.30 am Holy Communion CW East Budleigh 
11.00 am Holy Communion CW Otterton 
    

SUNDAY 25th MAY 
  9.30 am Holy Communion CW East Budleigh 
11.00 am Holy Communion CW Otterton 
    

SUNDAY 1st JUNE 
  9.30 am Holy Communion CW East Budleigh 
11.00 am Morning Prayer  Otterton 
    

Morning Prayer will be said at 9.30am at East Budleigh on Tuesdays and at Otterton on Thursdays  
 

 

OTTERTON OPEN GARDENS – Sunday 25th May – 11am to 5pm 
We now have 9 confirmed gardens open to the public and the miniature steam train will be running at the Old 
Station. It promises to be a fun-filled day for all the family. There will be plant and book stalls on The Green as well 
as a tractor drawn trailer educational farm tour. There will also be jazz and a BBQ at The King’s Arms from 4pm. 
Funds raised from ticket sales will be split between Devon Air Ambulance, Otterton Relief in Need and St Michael’s 
Church. Please join our Otterton Open Gardens Facebook group for more details leading up to the day. 
Parking will be available in the field at the bottom of Bell Street; there will also be limited parking at the Old Station. 
Refreshments will be available throughout the day, including a ploughman’s lunch at the Village Hall from noon till 
2:30pm and, weather permitting, teas and cakes at Homestone House on Fore Street. Tickets are £6 with free entry 
for accompanied under 16’s, and can be purchased on the day from The Green or Bell Street car park. We are still 
looking for volunteers to help with parking, selling tickets or serving refreshments at the Village Hall. Please contact 
Rupert Dixon by phone (07714247588) or email ottertonopengardens@gmail.com if you would like to get 
involved; any help will be most appreciated, even if you can only spare an hour. 
PLANT STALL Angela Marshall has very kindly offered to run the plant stall on The Green on Sunday 25th  as part 
of the Open Gardens Day. We still need more plant donations so if you have any plants to donate, please either 
leave them outside Rosemary Cottage on Fore Street in the days leading up to the 25th or bring them down to The 
Green on the day. 

mailto:ottertonopengardens@gmail.com


 

 
View from The Vicarage 

May is the time when the anniversary of meeting my wife occurs. It is one of those things on my electronic diary that 
stays there year after year so you can’t forget. 
Well, we celebrated my birthday in India and our wedding anniversary in Sri Lanka so it is an expectation that we push 
the boat out for this too. 
In the great scheme of things, an anniversary of a meeting seems like an insignificant thing, but is it? 
We’ve probably all seen the film “Sliding Doors” or heard of a “sliding doors moment” when if something hadn’t 
happened then the lives of two people and everyone we know would have been entirely different. The knock-on effects 
would have been huge. 
Everyone I know would be different and I wouldn’t live in Devon and the things that might have happened otherwise 
never got to take place.  
When you think about it, the whole of life is a series of life changing incidents that if they hadn’t happened, so and so 
wouldn’t have happened and so on and so forth. 
Life could have been so very different for me, for example, if I’d never worked at Safeways in the 1990’s and met a 
Christian there who converted me. I’ve no idea what might have happened instead of me going to church, to Romania, to 
County Durham, to Newcastle, and to Devon. 
A thousand seemingly random events and interactions every week determine how your life develops into the far future. 
This happens for everyone all the time. 
Again, when you think about it, how random is it all really? In the mosaic of thousands of meetings, events, interactions 
and incidents every day, there is plenty of room for prayer to have a subtle effect on what does and doesn’t happen. 
God’s influence happens in the small, seemingly insignificant minutiae of our lives which can have enormous knock-on 
effects. On that same level, Archbishop William Temple once said “When I pray, coincidences happen”. 
Martin 
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COUNTY COUNCIL 
Contact: Jess Bailey, Lark Rise, Elsdon Lane, West Hill, Ottery St Mary EX11 1TZ  01404 814056 jessicamarybailey@yahoo.co.uk 
 

DISTRICT COUNCIL 
Contacts:  Charlotte Fitzgerald – charlotte.fitzgerald@eastdevon.gov.uk; Melanie Martin – melanie.martin@eastdevon.gov.uk; 
Henry Riddell – henry.riddell@eastdevon.gov.uk 
 
 
OTTERTON PARISH COUNCIL 
The next meeting of Otterton Parish Council is the AGM which will take place before the 'usual' meeting on 12th May. 
At this meeting we will reflect on the last year and look forward to the challenges to come.  Currently there are 4 
vacancies on the Parish Council so if you are passionate about the village and the local environment and could spare a 
little time each month you would be most welcome.  To check on criteria, do speak to the Clerk or come along to the 
next meeting. On Saturday 10th May residents are invited to join members of the Parish Council for a Picnic on The 
Green to celebrate VE Day. (If the weather is inclement we will move to the Village Hall).  The occasion will be 'low 
key' but it will be an opportunity for folk to come together to honour and pay tribute to the Second World War generation 
for the freedom we enjoy today. 

Francesca Mills, Clerk to Otterton Parish Council; Sandycross Farmhouse, Yettington, Budleigh Salterton EX9 7BW 
mobile: 07880 331465; email: clerk@otterton.info; website: www.otterton.info 

 
 
 
OTTERTON’S 2025 SOAP BOX DERBY – from Jerry Fry 
What a fantastic day and turn out we had for the 2025 Soapbox Derby!  Despite the weather trying its 
best to stop us, it went ahead and was a great success with over £5,000 raised (to be confirmed).  
Thank you to everyone who took part, who helped organise it, to those who volunteered, to the food 

and drinks volunteers, and special thanks to Sam Walker, without whose hard work and determination this event 
would not have happened!  Roll on bigger and better in 2026! 
We have now had the RosPA report on the play park and it’s very good; just a few more things to do.  We want to 
arrange a working-party day at the park to do some general work and would like children and parents in the village to 
get involved and help us carry out some of the work to renovate the park (the kids can earn some pocket money from us 
too!!). Do please let us know if you and/or your kids can get involved.  You can speak to any of the Events Committee or 
phone 07855774436.  Thank you. 
 

mailto:melanie.martin@eastdevon.gov.uk
mailto:clerk@otterton.eastdevon.gov.uk
http://www.otterton.info


 
OTTERTON C of E PRIMARY SCHOOL 
More news next month. 
 
 

OTTERTON VILLAGE HALL (from Julia Bove, Secretary) 
Our solar panels are now up and running and will be used to serve both the Community Shop and Otterton Village Hall, 
hopefully helping us both to make some future energy savings. 
Bookings for Otterton Village Hall can now be made on The Hall Master Booking System which enables you to check 
availability, pricing and make Hall bookings easily online via the Otterton Village Hall website. Our Hall is equipped 
with a fully fitted kitchen, wi-fi, sound system, projector, tables and chairs, all included for use in the hire charge. We 
also have a smaller meeting room available for meetings or small group activities. Please consider us for 
family/birthday/village parties or events! Maybe you are an instructor looking for a space to run your class? 
There are already regular keep fit, karate, circuits, seated strength & mobility and yoga classes held at the Village Hall 
which you may be interested in joining. Please use the 'Hall Booking' link to access the timetable to see what's on when. 
 
OTTERTON COMMUNITY SHOP 
A widening range of charcuterie is now available including Serrano ham, Chorizo, Coppa and Bresaola which are all on 
an introductory discount of 10%, so your summer salads are well catered for.  Duck eggs are also proving popular and 
are now available on a regular basis.  Also newly arrived is Tenzing, a wholly natural energy drink that is plant based, 
vegan, gluten free and comes in various flavours including Apple & Seaberry and Raspberry & Yuzu, so a healthier 
alternative to some other energy drinks.  Meanwhile, our 10% discount offer on ready-meals has been extended. 
AGM - Shareholders should note that the 2025 Annual General Meeting of the shop will be held on Tuesday 3rd June.  
Papers will be circulated in advance. 
Finally, congratulations to Richard Chadwick who has won the April Loyalty Card draw winning a £5.00 shop gift 
voucher.  Keep redeeming those loyalty cards. 
 

OTTERTON LADIES’ COFFEE MORNING – 11am Monday 12th May at The King’s Arms 
A chance to make new friends and catch up with old ones.  All welcome.  Thanks to the pub for hosting. 

 
 
THANK YOU 
A brief and sincere note of thanks to those Villagers who sponsored Geoff, Carlo, Jon and Malcolm in this year's 
Hospiscare Men's Walk on Saturday 15th March.  Despite a chilly wind the sun shone brightly, making it a rewarding 
and enjoyable day for everyone.  £450 was raised in sponsorship which goes to an extremely good cause and, at this 
stage, it looks as if the total funds raised this year will exceed last year's total of £135,000.  Hospiscare still needs to 
raise £10 million a year to continue to provide care, despite the local NHS board recently agreeing to increase funding 
for 2024/25 from 15% to 24%. 
With thanks to those who sponsored us, Geoff Porter, Carlo Bove, Jon Kershaw and Malcolm Crabtree. 
 
OTTERTON GARDEN CLUB 
The Garden Club Committee has decided not to hold an Autumn Village Show this year. Whilst this year’s Spring Show 
was a great success, the Autumn Shows have historically been less popular in recent years. The event usually takes place 
just after schools return from their summer break, and just when lots of people without children go on holiday – 
including Committee members. 
The Club is very keen to get feedback from villagers on how the Shows can develop and move with the times. These 
events are key community activities and bring much joy and colour to Otterton. The Club has run events since 1929 and 
we are certainly looking forward to our 100th year in 2028. Do contact us via the website www.ottertongardenclub.co.uk 
 
OTTERTON MILL 
News:- Our very popular Friday fish and chips and pizza takeaway will start again on 2nd; to place an order please 
phone our Restaurant on 01395 568521. 
Music: - Tickets for our 2025 music gigs are available to buy either online or in the Gallery; details of bands and online 
tickets are on our website https://www.ottertonmill.com/live-music.html 
 
THE OLD VICARAGE 
Dates for your diary: 
12th June - we have Otterton School doing their country dancing on our front lawn. From 2pm for about half an 
hour. Everyone is invited; refreshments provided. 
5th July is our Family Fun Day, to include our first small dog show. We will also have a bouncy castle, tombola, art 
display, teas and coffees, cold drinks, raffle and a variety of stalls. Everyone is welcome. Time to be arranged. 

http://www.ottertongardenclub.co.uk
https://www.ottertonmill.com/live-music.html


 
 
THE KINGS’S ARMS – from Freddie and The King’s Arms Team 
What's on in May at The King’s? 
Free-Play Thursdays on the Pool Table... from 6pm until 10pm, pool will be FREE to play! 
Jazz Festival:  The Jazz Festival weekend at the end of May has proven SO popular that we are going to go even bigger, 
with live music on both Sunday 25th AND Monday 26th May.  We've got Silence in the Court of Blues on Sunday 
from 4pm (this will be their third visit) and on Monday, we have Paul Strange Organisation from 3pm. 
Come on down after the Open Gardens on the Sunday, or if you're around on the Monday, it would be so good to see as 
many of you as possible enjoying the (hopefully) beautiful weather and some live music! 
Quiz:  There will be 2 Quizzes in May, on 7th and 21st May. 
Pool League:  We're going to be entering a team into the Summer Pool league, both in Exmouth & Sidmouth leagues. 
So we will have matches on both Monday and Tuesday here or at other venues.  It would be great to have as many local 
people as possible on the teams for this, so please come and see me, or any of the team will be able to point you in the 
direction of further info. 
 
 

 

Otterton Relief in Need Charity (ORINC) was set up to provide grants or loans to Otterton residents who are in 
financial hardship.  We can respond very quickly when approached, so please get in touch if you are in a budgetary 
crisis. 
Types of help given include payment of bills for fuel, rent, electricity, supply of logs, and other essential expenses. 
You can contact us via our website or email us at orin.charity@gmail.com 
Paper application forms are available in the village hall foyer and in the church. Post them to us via the private ORINC 
post box in the foyer of the village hall which is checked weekly.  

ALL APPLICATIONS ARE DEALT WITH IN COMPLETE CONFIDENCE. 
 
 
FROM KATE PONTING, Community Engagement and Countryside Learning, Clinton Devon Estates 

Connecting communities with wildlife and wellbeing 
National Nature Reserve Week and Budleigh Salterton Gala Week conveniently coincide with the May half-term. So, 
what better excuse to join an event to discover all that the Pebblebed Heaths National Nature Reserve has to offer to 
local communities… 
The Pebblebed Heaths Conservation Trust will be at the Gala Week Fête on The Green in Budleigh on 24th May, then 
joining with other organisations to offer a number of walks and activities throughout the week. 
At Budleigh Lime Kiln on Friday 30th May:  Drop in to a Wildlife and Wellbeing Day and meet organisations 
committed to conservation, water quality and improving the environment locally and find out how you can take action 
for nature!  Seachange will be on hand to showcase new wheelchairs and aids to help get more people to get active in 
nature. 
Otterton Village Hall is the appropriate location for a wildlife film about the village’s amphibious residents. On 
Saturday 31st May enjoy two beautiful documentaries from The Beaver Trust, including an exclusive opportunity to 
view ‘Balancing the Scales’, a brand-new film which explores the relationship between beaver restoration and migratory 
fish. 
Suggested donation for the films is £10 including Q&A and interval refreshments.  Booking for this and information 
about all the other events can be found on the What’s On page at www.pebblebedheaths.org or in Gala Week publicity. 
kate.ponting@clintondevon.com 
 
 
THE LOOKOUT FROM LADRAM 
Here at Ladram Bay we are excited to announce that as of 1st May 2025, we will be able to host children's birthday 
parties, so for the little people in your life, look no further for some fantastic ways to celebrate their special days. 
Packages ranging from swimming pool to pottery parties, including a hot meal option.  Prices start from £15.95 per child 
for a minimum of 12 children.  If you would like to find out more, please email info@ladrambay.co.uk 
 
POLICE – Exmouth Neighbourhood Team:  Mark.Edwards2@devonandcornwall.pnn.police.uk 
Emergency 999; General Enquiries number 101; exmouth@devonandcornwall.pnn.police.uk; http://www.ukcrimestats.com/ 
 
TAXI SERVICE:  Available for local and long-distance journeys, including airport runs.  Contact Barry on 07925 
933100. 
 

mailto:orin.charity@gmail.com
http://www.pebblebedheaths.org
mailto:kate.ponting@clintondevon.com
mailto:exmouth@devonandcornwall.pnn.police.uk


__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Entries for Otterton Parish News should be sent to Jill Beacham - email: jill@beacham.co.uk – 01395 446433  
PLEASE NOTE - Deadline for June edition is Monday 19th May latest please. 

mailto:jill@beacham.co.uk
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