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VICAR: Revd Martin Jacques (443473 & 07795 025016) 
revmartinjacques@gmail.com 

CHURCHWARDENS: Ms Anne Radcliffe BEM (568059) 
 Mrs Stacey James (07891 482169) 
RMC PARISH ADMINISTRATOR: Mrs Fran Mills - raleighmc@gmail.com 

WFH Mon, Tues, Thurs 9am – 1pm; (07880 331465) 
RMC office at St Peter’s Church open Fri 10am-2pm (01395 443397) 

 
 

SERVICES FOR MARCH 
 

SUNDAY 2nd MARCH 
  9.30 am Holy Communion CW East Budleigh 
11.00 am Morning Prayer  Otterton 
    

SUNDAY 9th MARCH 
  9.30 am Holy Communion CW East Budleigh 
11.00 am Holy Communion CW Otterton 
    

SUNDAY 16th MARCH 
  9.30 am Holy Communion CW East Budleigh 
11.00 am Holy Communion CW Otterton 
    

SUNDAY 23rd MARCH 
  9.30 am Holy Communion CW East Budleigh 
11.00 am Holy Communion CW Otterton 
    

SUNDAY 30th MARCH 
  9.30 am Holy Communion CW East Budleigh 
11.00 am Holy Communion CW Otterton 
    

Morning Prayer will be said at 9.30am at East Budleigh on Tuesdays and at Otterton on Thursdays  
 

 

What happened to the old Horse Chestnut tree on the Village Green? 
All over the country these wonderful old trees are under threat from various diseases – our old tree on the Village 
Green unfortunately succumbed and died.  Toby Taylor skilfully took it down section by section and Axewoods 
Co-operative volunteers cleared up the debris.  Most of the branches were taken to our log bank for distribution to 
those in need when it has been seasoned and dried – other bits were hoovered up by villagers! 
Sam took the trunk up to his farm so that Axewoods could mill it into planks (too noisy to do it in place on the 
Green!). 
This has now been done and the lovely timber slabs are drying in one of Sam’s barns.   When seasoned and dry 
Budleigh Salterton Community Workshop will make a table which can be raffled/auctioned to raise money for the 
village playground fund.  They have also made a donation to the village fund as we gave them off-cuts for their 
woodturning classes. Other slabs and roundels will also be available in the future for a suitable donation to the fund. 
When milling the trunk we hit some old hand cut nails (which destroyed one of our chains!) – a rough count of the 
growth rings suggested that something might have been nailed to the tree during the Jubilee celebration in the 1970s.  
Any ideas? 
Good news that a number of local community action groups have all worked together with the Parish Council so that 
the old tree and its memories can still be part of village life. 
 

 



 
 

View from The Vicarage 
Dear friends, 
The planetarium in KL was amazing. I didn’t realise that Malaysia had put an astronaut into space but it was done in 
conjunction with the Russians and they blasted off from Baikonur in Kazakhstan. There were excellent exhibits and a 
film show. I suppose we all know just how unimaginably vast the Universe is, but being reminded of it really affects 
you. 
I have of course been reading various Buddhist scriptures and the sheer scale and mysterious depths of the Universe put 
me in mind of them – the scale of things is reminiscent of them. They talk of multiverses, various heavens and hells and 
millions of planes of consciousness – it really is mindboggling reading them – they are quite surreal. I can’t really 
describe them (I wouldn’t dare!) because, with my puny knowledge and insight, that would not be doing any justice to 
them. 
Things do come to mind though (as they do!). The descriptions of Buddha’s mother called Maya, bears an uncanny 
resemblance to the Blessed Virgin Mary in theological terms, both carrying the enormous weight of heaven within their 
finite wombs and birthing them physically on earth. Maya had a vision of a great white elephant being put miraculously 
in her womb, but that didn’t affect the way she looked – to all intents and purposes completely normal. Buddha was 
born, not in the usual manner but out of her side. Maya says she is the mother of all bodhisattvas in all universes – 
making her a universal mother in the same way catholic Christianity frames Mary as a universal mother and mother of 
the church. To keep her womb from being defiled after his birth she apparently died – but after the Buddha’s 
enlightenment he went to the heaven she was reincarnated in and preached the dharma to her. There are the three jewels 
of Buddhism – the Buddha, the Dharma (Divinely ordained action and thought), and the Sangha (the Buddhist 
community). Again, I can’t help noticing similarities with Christianity on several different levels. 
Love and prayers, Martin 
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COUNTY COUNCIL 
Contact: Jess Bailey, Lark Rise, Elsdon Lane, West Hill, Ottery St Mary EX11 1TZ  01404 814056 jessicamarybailey@yahoo.co.uk 
 

DISTRICT COUNCIL 
Contacts:  Charlotte Fitzgerald – charlotte.fitzgerald@eastdevon.gov.uk; Melanie Martin – melanie.martin@eastdevon.gov.uk; 
Henry Riddell – henry.riddell@eastdevon.gov.uk 
 
OTTERTON PARISH COUNCIL 
The Otterton Parish Council hope to hold an 'Open Morning’ between 10am – 12noon on Saturday 5th April in the 
Village Hall where you will be able to see items of interest, find out more about the work of the Parish Council, learn 
more about the Emergency Plan for the village and any strategic developments planned.  If you have a group or club you 
would like to advertise, please do let me know and we will make a table ready for you. 
This would also be a good time to let Councillors know if you have any worries or concerns in an informal atmosphere.  
Refreshments will be available so do come along - it would be good to see you.  All welcome. 
The next Parish meeting will take place on 3rd March at 7.30pm in the Village Hall.  All welcome. 

Francesca Mills, Clerk to Otterton Parish Council; Sandycross Farmhouse, Yettington, Budleigh Salterton EX9 7BW 
mobile: 07880 331465; email: clerk@otterton.info; website: www.otterton.info 

 
OTTERTON C of E PRIMARY SCHOOL 
More news next month. 
 
 

OTTERTON COMMUNITY SHOP 
WE DID IT!!  Within a week, the full refurbishment of the shop was completed and many of you will have already seen 
the transformation that has taken place.  If you haven’t, make sure you visit the shop and see for yourself.  Special 
thanks to all the OCS Committee members who helped to design and prepare the scheme and then those volunteers who 
gamely helped to clear the shop ahead of the works and re-stock when all was done.  Also, our special thanks to the 
contractors who all performed so well: 
Richard Witherby & Gavin McCormac – Joinery 
Paul Yeomans – Painting and decoration 
Adam Cole – Floor tiling 
Mike Self Electrical – Lighting and power 
A & S Kingdon Ltd - Plumbing  
KJR Refrigeration – Chillers & Freezers 
Shop Equipment & Design Limited – Shelving 

mailto:melanie.martin@eastdevon.gov.uk
mailto:clerk@otterton.eastdevon.gov.uk
http://www.otterton.info


Finally, our thanks to Lord Clinton who kindly came and officially reopened the shop on 18th February.  The shop is one 
the entire village can be proud of, and we look forward to seeing you soon. 
 

OTTERTON LADIES’ COFFEE MORNING – 11am Monday 3rd March at The King’s Arms 
A chance to make new friends and catch up with old ones.  All welcome.  Thanks to the pub for hosting. 

 
OTTERTON GARDEN CLUB 
The Otterton Village Spring Show 2025 is the second Saturday in March (8th). Entry forms should be submitted no 
later than Thursday 6th; forms are available on line, in the Community Shop and from Hair@57. Do come and see this 
wonderful show between 2pm and 4pm in the Village Hall where tea and cake will be available. The Prizegiving 
ceremony will be just after 4pm. The Show is a showcase for local amateurs exhibiting Cut Blooms, Pot Plants, Floral 
Decoration, Home Made Produce and Photography. Visit our website www.ottertongardenclub.co.uk 
 
OTTERTON VILLAGE HALL (from Julia Bove, Secretary) 
We are pleased to announce that The Hall Master Booking System is now up and running which will enable you to 
check availability, pricing and make hall bookings easily online via the Otterton Village Hall website. Our hall is 
equipped with a fully fitted kitchen, wi-fi, sound system, projector, tables and chairs, all included for use in the hire 
charge. We also have a smaller meeting room available for meetings or small group activities. Please consider us for 
family/birthday/village parties or events!  There are already regular keep fit, pilates, karate and yoga classes held at the 
village hall which you may be interested in joining. Please use the 'Hall Booking' link to access the timetable to see 
what's on when. 
 
EXERCISE TO MUSIC CLASS FOR OVER 50s 
Mondays - 6.15 – 7.15pm - Otterton Village Hall 
Contact Steph 07583 988916 for more details 
 
HOSPISCARE MEN’S WALK – 15th March 
The 2025 Men's Walk to raise funds for the Hospiscare Charity takes place on Saturday 15th March. Members of the 
Otterton Community have been very generous and kind in sponsoring Terry Tibbott, Geoff Porter, Peter Witherby and 
Malcolm Crabtree in past years. Terry has hung up his walking boots and Peter is unavailable so Geoff and Malcolm 
will be undertaking the walk on the outskirts of Exeter, starting and finishing at the Double Locks Public House and 
covering 7.5miles. Please sponsor Geoff and Malcolm if you can as Hospiscare, like nearly all charities, continues 
to be in desperate need of funds. Sponsorship forms are located in the Community Shop. During the last 14 years, the 
Men's Walk has raised £935,000 and it is hoped that the 2025 Walk will help to break the £1,000,000 mark!! 

 
OTTERTON MILL 
News 
Spring has sprung and we have a lovely selection of bulbs to brighten gardens, supplied by a local producer, plus lovely 
new Easter goodies in our Farm Shop and new artists in the Gallery.  With the warmer weather, it's easier to get out and 
about again; we will be open daily 9.30am - 5pm from 1st March.  Booking for Mother's Day is advised; please call 
01395 568521 or use the online booking form on our website  https://www.ottertonmill.com/contact.html 
Milling 
16th - our millers will be milling our wholemeal flour for use in our bakery and for sale in our Farm Shop; milling 
11am-12.30pm & 2-3pm; entry is free. 
 
OTTERTON EVENTS COMMITTEE 
Following the relaunch of Otterton's classic GRAND SOAP BOX DERBY in 2024 after a hiatus of some decades, the 
2025 event will now take place on Saturday 19th April from 10am - 4pm (subject to weather) on an exciting new 
off-road course across fields at Stantyway Farm, Otterton EX9 7JJ. The event is one of several fundraisers for the 
village’s play park which is progressively being upgraded as funds allow. 
The new course will run through two large connected fields on the farm. The Soap Box Derby will again primarily focus 
on distance achieved, though entries’ speed will be measured at the course pinch-point at about the halfway point. 
Entry rules remain the same. There will be two trophies (adults and youngsters) and, as with last year, an overall 
Designer’s Trophy.  Adult entries will be £20 while Junior entries (under 16) are free (entry is limited and on a 
first-come, first-served basis), while spectator entry will be £2 per person (children under 5 are free of charge). Given 
numerous inquiries from local businesses, the event will also have a dedicated event sponsor area along with food and 
drink offers.  And once again the popular and highly collectable Otterton Soap Box event stickers will be on sale! 
Otterton Parish Council Leader Ian Simpson commented: 
“We were truly amazed by the fantastic and considerable interest last year when we rekindled the event so associated 
with Otterton after some 40 years. This year we have changed it from the Bank Holiday Monday to the Saturday and we 
have come up with a new course that will permit spectators to be able to have sight of the entire event from the starting 

https://www.ottertonmill.com/contact.html


area.  Given the quality and number of entries last year, we anticipate some exciting entries for 2025 and can’t wait to 
see them.” 
Entry process and Derby rules as well as spectator information can be found and will be updated via 
https://www.facebook.com/groups/1494049848115138 or just type Otterton Grand Soap Box Derby into your browser. 
 
THE KINGS’S ARMS – from Freddie and The King’s Arms Team 
Spring is rolling along here at The King’s! Lots of exciting bits! 
Mother’s Day is 30th March so treat whoever you call Mum and bring them here. 2-courses for £34 or 3-courses for 
£40 per person. This will sell out, so best to book up early to avoid disappointment!  For anyone that is a mum (and after 
last year, I’m even including pet mums!) a free glass of prosecco or house Red/White wine for you when you arrive!  I’ll 
think of something for Father’s Day; probably not 27p pints though! 
Quiz Dates: 
Keep Wednesday 12th March free for our Quiz; 7pm start; £8 for Chilli & Quiz! 
Music Bingo:  
Alex Dobson will be back on Friday 28th March. £8 for 2 games; prizes for 1 line, 2 lines and full house! 
King’s Coven Wednesdays: 
Come down every Wednesday for Freya’s women’s darts night; we’re hoping to have a team for the winter… It’s super 
relaxed at the moment, more of a social thing and to build confidence with each other.  Everyone is more than welcome! 
Pool Table: 
I am delighted to confirm our newest addition to The King’s Arms which is the long-awaited Pool Table. This will be a 
fantastic addition. I’ll be doing free play Thursdays so come down on Thursday night and Pool will be free ALL night 
from 5pm – 11pm! 
I’ll also be joining us up for teams, which will be Monday night (Exmouth league) and Tuesday night (Sidmouth league) 
so pop in and talk to us about joining. I’m not looking for Ray Reardon or Hurricane Higgins; as long as you can hold a 
pool cue, you’re welcome! 
 
JUMBLE SALE 
The Former Little Otters are holding a fundraising jumble sale at East Budleigh Village Hall on Saturday 1st March in 
support of Seachange Budleigh Salterton.  Donations of jumble would be gratefully received at the Hall from 9.00am on 
1st March but if you have difficulty in getting there and need a collection, please call Fran on 07880331465. 
Entry £1 - refreshments available. 
 

 
Otterton Relief in Need Charity (ORINC) was set up to provide grants or loans to Otterton residents who are in 
financial hardship.  We can respond very quickly when approached, so please get in touch if you are in a budgetary 
crisis. 
Types of help given include payment of bills for fuel, rent, electricity, supply of logs, and other essential expenses. 
You can contact us via our website https://www.orinc.org.uk/ or email us at orin.charity@gmail.com.   
Paper application forms are available in the village hall foyer and in the church. Post them to us via the private ORINC 
post box in the foyer of the village hall which is checked weekly.  

ALL APPLICATIONS ARE DEALT WITH IN COMPLETE CONFIDENCE. 
 
HEATHS TO SEA LANDSCAPE RECOVERY OF THE LOWER OTTER VALLEY 
From Beth Humphrey - Heath to Seas Project Support Officer 
Have your say... You are invited to find out more about the project, share your thoughts and ideas for nature recovery in 
the valley, what you enjoy and what you hope to see change for the better. 
We will be holding drop-in sessions as follows: 
- Monday 3rd March, 10am – 12noon: Sir Walter Raleigh Pub coffee morning 
- Friday 7th March, 10am - 11.30am: Sir Walter Raleigh Pub coffee morning 
- Saturday 8th March, 2pm - 5pm: Spring Show, Otterton Village Hall 
- Thursday 13th March, 10am - 2pm: Wesley’s Café, Budleigh Salterton 
- Saturday 22nd March, 11am - 3pm: Holt Bar & Terrace, Budleigh Cricket Club 
There will also be a survey open from 15th February - 16th March. Paper surveys will be available at village shops.  The 
online version will be available through our website: www.heathstosea.com/#get-involved 
 
POLICE – Exmouth Neighbourhood Team:  Mark.Edwards2@devonandcornwall.pnn.police.uk 
Emergency 999; General Enquiries number 101; exmouth@devonandcornwall.pnn.police.uk; http://www.ukcrimestats.com/ 
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https://www.orinc.org.uk/
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TAXI SERVICE:  Available for local and long-distance journeys, including airport runs.  Contact Barry on 07925 
933100. 
 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Entries for Otterton Parish News should be sent to Jill Beacham - email: jill@beacham.co.uk – 01395 446433  
PLEASE NOTE - Deadline for April edition is Monday 17th March latest. 
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