
OTTERTON  PARISH  NEWS 
JUNE 2025 

A member of the Raleigh Mission Community 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

VICAR: Revd Martin Jacques (443473 & 07795 025016) 
revmartinjacques@gmail.com 

CHURCHWARDENS: Ms Anne Radcliffe BEM (568059) 
 Mrs Stacey James (07891 482169) 
RMC PARISH ADMINISTRATOR: Mrs Fran Mills - raleighmc@gmail.com 

WFH Mon, Tues, Thurs 9am – 1pm; (07880 331465) 
RMC office at St Peter’s Church open Fri 10am-2pm (01395 443397) 

 
 

 

SERVICES FOR JUNE 
 

SUNDAY 1st JUNE 
  9.30 am Holy Communion CW East Budleigh 
11.00 am Morning Prayer  Otterton 
    

SUNDAY 8th JUNE 
  9.30 am No Service  East Budleigh 
11.00 am Holy Communion CW Otterton 
    

SUNDAY 15th JUNE 
  9.30 am Holy Communion CW East Budleigh 
11.00 am Holy Communion CW Otterton 
    

SUNDAY 22nd JUNE 
  9.30 am Holy Communion CW East Budleigh 
11.00 am Holy Communion CW Otterton 
    

SUNDAY 29th JUNE 
  9.30 am Holy Communion CW East Budleigh 
11.00 am Holy Communion CW Otterton 
    

SUNDAY 6th JULY 
  9.30 am Holy Communion CW East Budleigh 
11.00 am Morning Prayer  Otterton 
    

Morning Prayer will be said at 9.30am at East Budleigh on Tuesdays and at Otterton on Thursdays  
 
 
OTTERTON PARISH COUNCIL 
Many thanks to everyone who attended the recent Parish Council AGM. 
In his report the Chair asked for those many members of the community who help to make the happy atmosphere and 
support the thriving community in Otterton to be thanked for their continued support.  Please know that you are very 
much appreciated.  The Parish Council has several vacant positions so if you are interested in becoming a part of the 
Council, please do speak to a Council member or contact the Clerk for more information. 
Please note a change of date for the next Parish Council meeting.  Exceptionally, this will take place on Monday 
9th June at 7.30pm in the Village Hall, NOT the first Monday as normal. 

Francesca Mills, Clerk to Otterton Parish Council; Sandycross Farmhouse, Yettington, Budleigh Salterton EX9 7BW 
mobile: 07880 331465; email: clerk@otterton.info; website: www.otterton.info 

mailto:clerk@otterton.eastdevon.gov.uk
http://www.otterton.info


 
View from The Vicarage 

Dear friends, 
The fundamental difference between the secular and religious outlooks on life is that for a non-believer, individuals are 
inevitably the centre of everything – we have to be, because there is nothing else! 
The religious outlook is that the centre lies elsewhere with a divine reality that is intimately connected to everything that 
exists. Having recently returned from three months in the East, this is a major cultural difference between East and West, 
in our assumptions and sense of wellbeing. In practice this manifests itself in a contentedness that often seems lacking 
here. 
The ramifications of this central difference affect our ways of seeing and doing in quite radical ways, the most 
fundamental one being how we understand ourselves and the purpose of life. 
Because the Christian believer expresses their belief using the language of relationship, the most common and radical 
phrase that is used in the Bible is that we are “children of God”. 
This confirms both that we are not the centre of the world and at the same time confers an innate dignity on all people. 
We discern our sense of meaning, security and purpose from that relationship. 
We hear and read so much nowadays about well-being and mental health and while it is often tacitly acknowledged that 
religious believers are generally “happier” than those without belief, that is due in my estimation to the fact that we are 
anchored as human beings within a framework that allows us to flourish and also gives us the resilience to withstand the 
knocks and bruises that form an inevitable part of life. 
We are humble enough to know that we don’t and can’t know all the answers to life’s challenges and problems, but 
secure enough to know that as we fumble towards the truth, we don’t do so alone. 
Martin 
 

*​ *​ *​ *​ *​ *​ *​ * 
 

 
COUNTY COUNCIL 
Contact: Jess Bailey, Lark Rise, Elsdon Lane, West Hill, Ottery St Mary EX11 1TZ  01404 814056 jessicamarybailey@yahoo.co.uk 
 

DISTRICT COUNCIL 
Contacts:  Charlotte Fitzgerald – charlotte.fitzgerald@eastdevon.gov.uk; Melanie Martin – melanie.martin@eastdevon.gov.uk; 
Henry Riddell – henry.riddell@eastdevon.gov.uk 
 
 

OTTERTON C of E PRIMARY SCHOOL 
We are now approaching half term at school and have been enjoying the warm weather at playtime, using all 
the lovely new play equipment we have. Lots of sporting events have taken place this half term and we have 
lots more exciting events coming up in the final half term. 

Herons class held an Ancient Greek afternoon - dressing up, tasting food the Ancient Greeks would have eaten, 
performing a song all about the Ancient Greeks and acting out the story of the Trojan Horse using puppet theatres they 
had made. It was lovely to have parents and carers in to watch our song and the plays, and we enjoyed sharing our books 
with them. 
We had a great afternoon with a visit from RNLI lifeguards who taught us how to stay safe at the beach and in the sea. 
The KS2 children had a fantastic time at Budleigh Salterton Cricket Club taking part in a cricket tournament competing 
against other local schools. It was a great opportunity for the children to be introduced to softball and work on improving 
existing skills. 
At the time of writing, our lovely year 6 children are taking their SATs. Our years 3,4 and 5 have made them Good Luck 
cards in support, and we wish them lots of luck for the tests. Next week they are off to Dartmoor for their Residential 
which they are really looking forward to. Soon they will be heading to their Secondary Schools for their 3 taster days. 
Thank you to everyone who supported our Chocolate Bingo night. We raised £900 which is fantastic and will go towards 
improving our outdoor space for the children. 
 
OTTERTON VILLAGE HALL (from Julia Bove, Secretary) 
Bookings for Otterton Village Hall can now be made on the Hall Master Booking System which enables you to check 
availability, pricing and make hall bookings easily online via the Otterton Village Hall website. Our hall is equipped with 
a fully fitted kitchen, wi-fi, sound system, projector, tables and chairs, all included for use in the hire charge. We also 
have a smaller meeting room available for meetings or small group activities. Please consider us for 
family/birthday/village parties or events! Maybe you are an instructor looking for a space to run your class?  There are 
already regular classes held at the Village Hall which you may be interested in joining.  Please use the 'Hall Booking' 
link to access the timetable to see what's on when. 
We are currently looking for keen villagers who would be interested in joining us on the Otterton Village Hall 
Committee. No particular skills needed, just an enthusiasm to be part of the Otterton community. If you are interested, 
please contact our chairman Richard Witherby on 07989 432423 or email chair.ottertonvh@gmail.com 

mailto:melanie.martin@eastdevon.gov.uk
https://www.facebook.com/budleighcc?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZUgKEoQCsBwZfRgf5PxDAZ4ajd54aXB_2HpurfeecKg9FsjMK71kB41NC_BCh_OzcuAumg2GZuWlnICp0wIo5EcoUkxYjbomSWiiNnih0tg84WlkBJGbPGbvZgy2robBDaEHgkq14ovbti9tQxfv_HMaBaiEhUhQMxfZ7-YH_GTkZIjDo2MA_HknhHOUiEH7Q8J14lDz0PgpT4rhQIR8nL9&__tn__=-%5dK-R
mailto:chair.ottertonvh@gmail.com


 
2025 SOAP BOX DERBY UPDATE – from Jerry Fry (Events Committee) 
We have had all the money in from the soap box derby and have made an amazing £3,000 profit, so we now have about 
£14,000 in our account and are eager to start spending it on the play park. We are planning a couple of work party 
weekends to spruce up the equipment, so if anyone can help out, please phone 07855774436 or email 
jerryfry@btinternet.com Any children who want to help (under parental guidance) can earn a bit of extra pocket money! 
We are also getting prices for replacing the climbing wall. 
 
 
OTTERTON COMMUNITY SHOP 
The shop has gone green! At the end of March, the Village Hall fitted new solar panels and, with a little sunny weather, 
it meant that in April, we took from the grid only 10% of the electricity we did previously. Whilst the power generated 
will clearly fluctuate, we will significantly reduce our carbon footprint and be protected from outages by an emergency 
power supply. A win, win all round. 
We are inviting both shareholders and non-shareholding volunteers to our AGM on Tuesday 3rd June at 7.00 p.m. in 
the Village Hall. All are welcome to come and hear more about the shop, what we have done over the past year and the 
prospects for 2025. Drinks will be served beforehand. 
A number of Shop Gift Vouchers that were purchased have not been redeemed and are now beyond their expiry date. 
However, they will be honoured up until 31st July 2025. So, check any vouchers you hold and redeem them now if out 
of date. 
We are always glad to give work experience to young residents of the village including those engaged in volunteering 
under the Duke of Edinburgh’s Award Scheme. Our latest volunteer has benefitted from a structured programme 
providing experience in all aspects of operating the shop. If anyone you know might be interested, do get in touch. 
 

OTTERTON LADIES’ COFFEE MORNING – 11am Monday 2nd June at The King’s Arms 
A chance to make new friends and catch up with old ones.  All welcome.  Thanks to the pub for hosting. 

 
 
OTTERTON FILM CLUB 
The Film Club has had a year out. It will be recalled that between 2018 and 2024, it offered once monthly shows in the 
Village Hall between October and March.  The Committee which saw the Club all the way through from its inception is 
sadly no more.  An opportunity now arises therefore for film enthusiasts to reconstitute the Club (which remains in 
funds) with a view to reviving a programme of entertainment in the same format, or perhaps go in an entirely new 
direction?  The positions of Chairperson, Secretary and Treasurer should be filled as a minimum, supported by such 
other members as may choose to join.  Expressions of interest please to Ottertonfilmclub@gmail.com or for more 
information, speak to Alan Weeks on 07413413926. 
 
 
OTTERTON MILL 
News - Friday night is takeaway night at the Mill; our popular freshly cooked fish & chips and pizzas are available 
5-7pm with riverside seating available. We have a large selection of beautiful plants from a local nursery, ice cream in 
our Mill Shop and homemade fudge in our Farm Shop. Our Mill Shop has an abundance of lovely goodies too. 
Music - 12th - Rigmarollers start our 2025 music programme; a trio with a massive sound, they put vocals, harmonica, 
guitar and sousaphone over an irresistible backbeat and are a firm favourite here at the Mill. 
19th - Charlotte Carrivick Band - brings together four of the most exciting musicians in the UK today.  Charlotte 
Carrivick fiddler, Kieran Towers, Evan Davies on the mandolin and bassist, Eleanor Wilkie.  Together, their music is at 
times joyous, poignant, dark, pensive or exuberant with virtuosic instrumentals and close harmony singing. Our live 
music events are held outside under the stars in our courtyard during the summer. Ticket price covers music only. 
Pre-booking required. Doors open at 6pm. Food served 6pm to 7.30pm. Pre-booking not required. Live music starts at 
8pm. 
Milling - 8th & 22nd - come and see our millers at work; 11am-12.30pm & 2-3pm; entry is free; everybody welcome. 
 
 
THE KINGS’S ARMS – from Freddie and The King’s Arms Team 
Quiz: 
We’re looking at being more consistent with quizzes here at The King’s, so for the next few months, the last week of the 
month will be the quiz, still on a Wednesday! So the next Quiz will be.... Wednesday 25th June! 
Music with Alex Dobson: 
Long may this continue! Last Friday of the month, so on 27th June come on down for some live music and laughs with 
Alex and his request evenings! 7:30pm start. 
New Menu: 

mailto:jerryfry@btinternet.com
mailto:Ottertonfilmclub@gmail.com


Taiyla and his team have worked so hard on this, and we're delighted to offer a new menu here at The King’s on 
Monday 9th June.  From Monday - Friday of that first week, get 25% off meals! 
 
THE OLD VICARAGE 
Thank you to all who came up to our first ever Easter Egg Hunt which was a great success. 
5th July is our Family Fête from 2pm till 5pm.  Fun activities to include bouncy castle, balloon lady, tombola, dog show, 
raffles and various stalls.  More details will be available - do check out our Facebook page. 
 
 

 

Otterton Relief in Need Charity (ORINC) was set up to provide grants or loans to Otterton residents who are in 
financial hardship.  We can respond very quickly when approached, so please get in touch if you are in a budgetary 
crisis. 
Types of help given include payment of bills for fuel, rent, electricity, supply of logs, and other essential expenses. 
You can contact us via our website or email us at orin.charity@gmail.com 
Paper application forms are available in the village hall foyer and in the church. Post them to us via the private ORINC 
post box in the foyer of the village hall which is checked weekly.  

ALL APPLICATIONS ARE DEALT WITH IN COMPLETE CONFIDENCE. 
 
 
EAST BUDLEIGH SCARECROW FESTIVAL WEEKEND - 7th and 8th June 
Please make a note in your diary of the date of this year’s Scarecrow Festival.  Our ‘not so scary’ straw-filled friends 
will meet once again in East Budleigh, thanks to all their clever creators.  There will also be the usual mix of stalls, 
entertainment and refreshments from 11am – 4pm both days around the village and Village Hall.  The weekend finishes 
off with a Songs of Praise service in All Saints Church at 6pm on Sunday evening. 
Please come and join us if you can, with all proceeds going to support the upkeep of All Saints Church and Churchyard. 
 
 
JUMBLE SALE – 14th June 
The Former Little Otters are holding a fundraising jumble sale at East Budleigh Village Hall on Saturday 14th June 
between 10am – 12noon in support of Hospiscare.  Donations of jumble would be gratefully received at the Hall from 
9am on 14th June but if you have difficulty in getting there and need a collection, please call Fran on 07880331465.  
Entry £1; refreshments available. 
 
 
FROM KATE PONTING, Community Engagement and Countryside Learning, Clinton Devon Estates 

Connecting communities with wildlife and wellbeing 
At Budleigh Lime Kiln on Friday 30th May:  Drop in to a Wildlife and Wellbeing Day and meet organisations 
committed to conservation, water quality and improving the environment locally and find out how you can take action 
for nature!  Seachange will be on hand to showcase new wheelchairs and aids to help get more people to get active in 
nature. 
Otterton Village Hall is the appropriate location for a wildlife film about the village’s amphibious residents. On 
Saturday 31st May enjoy two beautiful documentaries from The Beaver Trust, including an exclusive opportunity to 
view ‘Balancing the Scales’, a brand-new film which explores the relationship between beaver restoration and migratory 
fish. 
Suggested donation for the films is £10 including Q&A and interval refreshments.  Booking for this and information 
about all the other events can be found on the What’s On page at www.pebblebedheaths.org or in Gala Week publicity. 
kate.ponting@clintondevon.com 
 
 
THE LOOKOUT FROM LADRAM 
We are looking forward to a great summer.  If anyone is looking for summer work, please email jobs@ladrambay.co.uk 
We have also launched the birthday party offering for local people, which is proving popular.  We would love to see 
some Otterton children celebrating with us, and as such, can offer a 10% discount on any party booked before 1st July 
2025. Please email parties@ladrambay.co.uk for more information. 
 
 
POLICE – Exmouth Neighbourhood Team:  Mark.Edwards2@devonandcornwall.pnn.police.uk 
Emergency 999; General Enquiries number 101; exmouth@devonandcornwall.pnn.police.uk; http://www.ukcrimestats.com/ 
 

mailto:orin.charity@gmail.com
http://www.pebblebedheaths.org
mailto:kate.ponting@clintondevon.com
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TAXI SERVICE:  Available for local and long-distance journeys, including airport runs.  Contact Barry on 07925 
933100. 
 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Entries for Otterton Parish News should be sent to Jill Beacham - email: jill@beacham.co.uk – 01395 446433  
PLEASE NOTE - Deadline for July edition is Friday 20th June latest.  Thank you. 

mailto:jill@beacham.co.uk
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