OTTERTON PARISH NEWS
JANUARY 2025
A member of the Raleigh Mission Community

—

VICAR: Revd Martin Jacques (443473 & 07795 025016)
revmartinjacques@gmail.com
CHURCHWARDENS: Ms Anne Radcliffe BEM (568059)
Mrs Stacey James (07891 482169)
RMC PARISH ADMINISTRATOR: Mrs Fran Mills - raleighmc@gmail.com

WFH Mon, Tues, Thurs 9am — 1pm; (07880 331465)
RMC office at St Peter’s Church open Fri 10am-2pm (01395 443397)

SERVICES FOR JANUARY

SUNDAY 5th JANUARY

9.30 am Holy Communion Cw East Budleigh
11.00 am Morning Prayer Otterton
SUNDAY 12th JANUARY

9.30 am Holy Communion Cw East Budleigh
11.00 am Holy Communion CW Otterton
SUNDAY 19th JANUARY

9.30 am Holy Communion CwW East Budleigh
11.00 am Holy Communion Cw Otterton
SUNDAY 26th JANUARY

9.30 am Holy Communion CwW East Budleigh
11.00 am Holy Communion Cw Otterton
SUNDAY 2nd FEBRUARY

9.30 am Holy Communion Cw East Budleigh
11.00 am Morning Prayer Otterton
Morning Prayer will be said at 9.30am at East Budleigh on Tuesdays and at Otterton on Thursdays

OTTERTON COMMUNITY SHOP
Advance notice of the Shop Refurbishment

We are glad to announce that in February, The Otterton Community Shop is going to be totally refurbished.
This does mean that the Shop will be closed for a short period from midday on Friday 7th February 2025
until it reopens at 8.00a.m. on Thursday 13th February 2025. Pre-ordered newspapers will still be
available.

Further details will be published in the New Year.

In the meantime, we thank you for your support during 2024 and wish you all a wonderful Christmas and a
happy New Year.




View from The Vicarage

Dear friends,

I am writing this on a crisp cold clear day in December but when this is read in January, I’ll be far away in South East
Asia, hopefully sweltering in sub-tropical heat. Three months away discovering how Christians fare in majority Muslim,
Hindu and Buddhist cultures.

Although Britain is ostensibly Christian, it is fair to say that we could probably teach them a thing or two about living as
Christians in a largely secular western country.

Yes, we may be secular but getting shot of 2000 years of Christian culture and attitudes is a lot harder than you might
think. As I’ve noted before, even our way of measuring what year we are in is measured from the (estimated) birth of
Christ — it is only 2024 because the church and state say it is!

All our cultural markers from the Christmas we hopefully all enjoyed to Easter, and to a lesser extent Lent and Advent,
are all Christian festivals whether we acknowledge a Christian faith or not.

Lots of our figures of speech are peppered with Biblical allusions whether we know it or not.

Our moral code and laws are based entirely on the Judeo-Christian tradition whether we like it or not.

Love and Justice might seem like abstract concepts but that is what the church, and through us the state, has attempted to
live out throughout the Christian centuries.

The main Christian Festival and season in January is less well known but also my favourite and that is Epiphany. (People
still talk about having an “epiphany”) a sudden moment of realisation. In Christian terms it means realising what the
truth of the whole Christ event is really all about, so may you all have a real Epiphany this January.

Martin

* * * * * * * *
COUNTY COUNCIL

Contact: Jess Bailey, Lark Rise, Elsdon Lane, West Hill, Ottery St Mary EX11 1TZ 01404 814056 jessicamarybailey@yahoo.co.uk
DISTRICT COUNCIL

Contacts: Charlotte Fitzgerald — charlotte.fitzgerald@eastdevon.gov.uk; Melanie Martin — melanie.martin@eastdevon.gov.uk;
Henry Riddell — henry.riddell@eastdevon.gov.uk

OTTERTON C of E PRIMARY SCHOOL

What a fantastic Autumn Term we have had at Otterton C of E Primary School. The key stage one children
started their Geography topic with trips to Otter and Pynes Farm, gaining first hand experiences ahead of
learning about where the food we eat originates from. The key stage two children also kick-started their
history topic on The Iron Age, with a trip to Woodbury Castle’s Iron Age Hillfort. Back in the classrooms, the children
have been focusing on developing their writing with some lovely fiction and non-fiction texts studied already this term.
These skills in writing have helped when recounting their trips and explorations in history and geography. The Otterton
singing club has been sounding fantastic this term. A highlight was when the children performed for the residents of the
Old Vicarage, spreading some festive cheer. The children have been advocates of change, both in their own community
and beyond. They have sorted, packed up and sent sports kits to schools in Africa. We have also seen generosity from
families in our school community, donating gifts to our Christmas gift appeal . For this, we teamed up with Budleigh
Salterton Lions Club, donating and wrapping 68 gifts, to support families at this time of year. The children all outdid
themselves at the Christmas performances of A Magical Christmas Journey; the Village Hall was bursting at the seams!
Everyone at Otterton Primary School would like to wish you all a Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year.

TTERTON PARISH NCIL
The Otterton Parish Council met for the last time for 2024 at the beginning of December, and at the meeting reflected on
some of the activities during 2024. These include the annual Brook clean, verges have been strimmed, the Brick Cross
has been weeded, the triangle on The Green has produced wild flowers, the Horse Chestnut on The Green has been
safely felled, new equipment installed & maintenance has taken place at the Jubilee Playground, as well as business as
usual. Many of these activities would not have happened without members of the community making positive
contributions as well as the work of Councillors. A big thank you to you all. The Council will this year, exceptionally,
meet again on 6th January 2025 at 7.30pm in the Village Hall to progress the Emergency Plan for the Village. If you
feel you have skills to offer, a 4 wheel drive vehicle, a chain saw licence or anything else which could help, we would
love to hear from you. Please email the Clerk in the first instance & many thanks to those who have already done so.
Wishing everyone in Otterton a merry Christmas and a happy and healthy 2025.
Francesca Mills, Clerk to Otterton Parish Council; Sandycross Farmhouse, Yettington, Budleigh Salterton EX9 7BW
mobile: 07880 331465; email: clerk@otterton.info; website: www.otterton.info

CHRISTMAS COFFEE MORNING — from Emma Cooling
Thank you so much to all those who baked , donated raffle prizes and / or came along, ate, drank and shopped at my

coffee morning on 13th December. We raised £403 to be split between the Otterton Village Hall solar panel fund and


mailto:melanie.martin@eastdevon.gov.uk
mailto:clerk@otterton.eastdevon.gov.uk
http://www.otterton.info

supporting the great work of Centre Stage Exmouth. Thanks also to the craftspeople who came along with their
wonderful wares!

OTTERTON OPEN GARDENS
Sunday 25th May 2025

We are pleased to announce that after a two-year break, the Otterton Open Gardens will return on
Sunday 25th May 2025 from llam to 5pm. Funds raised from ticket sales will be split between St
Michael’s Church, Devon Air Ambulance and a third cause local to Otterton.

We are still looking for more volunteers to open their gardens so if you are interested, please get in
touch with Rupert at rupert.a.dixon@gmail.com Please also contact Rupert if you would like to get
involved in helping with the organisation of the day.

TTERTON LADIES’ FFEE M ING — 11am Monday 6th Januar
A chance to make new friends and catch up with old ones. All welcome.

OTTERTON GARDEN CLUB

A Happy New Year to all you amateur gardeners. The days are getting longer, and the bulbs are starting to brighten up
our gardens. Hopefully you have carefully marked up your calendars for the Village Spring Show, on 8th March, which
has been running since 1929. Please do support your village by showing some of your daffodils. There is something for
everyone as the show also includes pot plants, floral decoration, homemade produce (men’s class is a Victoria Sandwich)
and photography (themes are Budleigh Beach and Spring). Look out for posters with more details in late January.

OTTERTON VILLAGE HALL (from Julia Bove, Secretary)

No report this month.

OTTERTON EVENTS COMMITTEE

After having to postpone the Reindeer Run for a week due to the weather, we did it on 14th December and it was a great
day and a great success, raising over £3,000 for the play park. We are still hopeful of getting the 106 money that is
owed. In the New Year we are going to start a programme of works to revamp the play park. Jerry, lan, Sarah and
Richard wish all villagers a very happy Christmas and a prosperous New Year!

OTTERTON MILL

News - Chris, Carol and all the team wish everyone a very Happy New Year. We're open daily 9.30am-4pm with plenty
of winter warmers and lots more.

Music - So far we have booked Rigmarollers 12/6, Charlotte Carrivick Band 19/6, Gianni TBay 10/7, Eve Selis 17/7 and
The Dunwells 14/7 with more to come. More details available on the website soon.

Milling - 5th & 26th - come and see our band of merry millers in action, bringing the mill to life. Milling twice each
day, 11am-12.30pm and 2-3pm; entry is free.

THE KINGS’S ARMS — from Freddie and The King’s Arms Team
January can be a slow one but we’ll still run our usual events in the New Year for you to enjoy!

QUIZ - Long may the Quiz continue into the New Year! We’ll have 2 Quiz dates for your diaries in January, one on 8th
January and one on 29th January.

MUSIC BINGO - Long may Music Bingo continue into 2025! Music Bingo will be on Friday 31st January.

NOTICE — The Kings Arms will be closing at 3pm on Tuesday 7th January for our Christmas Party. Thank you for
everyone’s understanding. The guys have worked really hard this year and deserve to be able to let their hair down!

I just wanted to say a few words to thank everyone for continuing to support the business through 2024. I really feel the
pub is a part of the community again and it truly is a joy to see and be a part of.

I appreciate that times can be hard, but I want The King’s Arms to remain a space for everyone to enjoy and we have
been blown away with the level of support the community has shown us. It has been our privilege to serve you all this
year.

Thank you for continuing to support the quizzes, the music bingo and other events. Roll on 2025....
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OTTERTON RELIEF IN NEED CHARITY (ORINC) If you are struggling to make ends meet, Otterton Relief in
°f'*<  Need Charity can provide grants or loans to residents of the Parish of Otterton who are in hardship. We can

%’ respond very quickly when approached for help, so don’t hesitate to contact us if you are in a financial crisis.

Types of help given include payment of essential bills, fuel, rent, electricity, supply of logs, help for children

at Christmas and other living expenses.

If you need help, contact us via our website https://www.orinc.org.uk/ or email us at orin.charity@gmail.com Paper

copies of the application form are also available in the Village Hall foyer and in the Church. Applications can be posted

in the private ORINC post box in the foyer of the Village Hall. The post box is checked weekly and applications

responded to as soon as possible.

ALL APPLICATIONS ARE DEALT WITH IN COMPLETE CONFIDENCE.

HEATHS TO SEA LANDSCAPE RECOVERY PROJECT: 2024 ROUND-UP

From Beth Humphrey - Heath to Seas Project Support Officer

The Heaths to Sea Landscape Recovery project officially began in April this year. DEFRA has funded a 2-year
development phase to draw together ambitious land management plans for the next 20+ years which will be beneficial to
food production, nature and people.

The last 8 months have been filled with a packed schedule including: launching the project; implementing a robust
governance structure; initial engagements with local communities; baseline assessments to determine the current
ecological and hydrological state of the valley; discussions with land managers; talking to Parish Councils; launching a
project website; sharing and receiving advice from other Landscape Recovery Projects; outlining goals for long-term
monitoring; and exploring the world of Green Finance and quantifying ecosystem services.

The next 12 months will be focused on using the baselining reports and feedback from the advisory groups to
collaboratively draw together feasible plans for land management, site access, engagement, monitoring and evaluation
and a business model for the next 20 years. Central to all the plans will be for this diverse landscape to be nature rich and
ecologically healthy whilst also supporting food production, net zero, timber and access needs.

The project website will be the central hub for any public sharing of information or published reports. Updates will be
shared on a regular basis through local community channels, on- and off-line. We will be running a series of drop-in
‘have your say’ engagement events from January — March 2025, and running a longer information campaign throughout
the year, with opportunities to volunteer. Dates and locations will be shared shortly.

If you are running a local event, talk or walk and would like us to come to share more about the project plans, please let
us know by emailing mail@heathstosea.com To find out more about the project, please visit
https://www.heathstosea.com/

THE LOOKOUT FROM LADRAM
Happy New Year to everyone. We hope you all had a lovely Christmas.

POLICE — Exmouth Neighbourhood Team: Mark.Edwards2@devonandcornwall.pnn.police.uk
Emergency 999; General Enquiries number 101; exmouth@devonandcornwall.pnn.police.uk; http://www.ukcrimestats.com/

TAXI SERVICE: Available for local and long-distance journeys, including airport runs. Contact Barry on 07925
933100.
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Entries for Otterton Parish News should be sent to Jill Beacham - email: jill@beacham.co.uk - 01395 446433 PLEASE
NOTE - Deadline for February edition is Monday 20th January latest.
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