OTTERTON PARISH NEWS
FEBRUARY 2025
A member of the Raleigh Mission Community

—

VICAR: Revd Martin Jacques (443473 & 07795 025016)
revmartinjacques@gmail.com
CHURCHWARDENS: Ms Anne Radcliffe BEM (568059)
Mrs Stacey James (07891 482169)
RMC PARISH ADMINISTRATOR: Mrs Fran Mills - raleighmc@gmail.com

WFH Mon, Tues, Thurs 9am — 1pm; (07880 331465)
RMC office at St Peter’s Church open Fri 10am-2pm (01395 443397)

SERVICES FOR FEBRUARY

SUNDAY 2nd FEBRUARY

9.30 am Holy Communion Cw East Budleigh
11.00 am Morning Prayer Otterton
SUNDAY 9th FEBRUARY

9.30 am Holy Communion Cw East Budleigh
11.00 am Holy Communion CW Otterton
SUNDAY 16th FEBRUARY

9.30 am Holy Communion Ccw East Budleigh
11.00 am Holy Communion Cw Otterton
SUNDAY 23rd FEBRUARY

9.30 am Holy Communion CwW East Budleigh
11.00 am Holy Communion Cw Otterton
SUNDAY 2nd MARCH

9.30 am Holy Communion Cw East Budleigh
11.00 am Morning Prayer Otterton
Morning Prayer will be said at 9.30am at East Budleigh on Tuesdays and at Otterton on Thursdays

WINTER WARMER SUPPER
‘A winter evening of good cheer’ - supporting Otterton Church
Tuesday 18th February at 7pm
Otterton Village Hall

Tickets are £10.00 and are available from Anne Radcliffe (tel 01395 568059)
PLEASE BOOK BY 16th FEBRUARY
Please bring your own drinks and glasses
Donations of raffle prizes gratefully received
EVERYONE WELCOME

-

TTERT LADIES’ FFEE M | —11am Monday 3rd February at The King’s Arm
A chance to make new friends and catch up with old ones. All welcome.




View f The Vi
Dear friends,

Monkeys aren’t normally an everyday hazard in the West Country but both our first destinations on our sabbatical so far
have identified them as a threat to our property. If I had any thought that they might be joking, I was innocently sitting
on our balcony in our rainforest chalet when two large, long-tailed macaques appeared on the hand rail inches from my
head and stared at me and another scampered up the chalet supports in a kind of pincer movement. They are quite large
and menacing up close and we had been warned not to make eye contact and I beat a hasty retreat indoors and locked the
sliding door behind me as apparently they are expert at pulling them open.

Twenty-six hours travelling, over 6,000 miles, three flights and our first stop is Langkawi, a tropical island in the
Andaman Sea, just for 5 days to unwind. While we are here we decided to attend mass at the Catholic church in the
capital Kuah — a 45 minute taxi ride away. The service was in English, the priest Chinese, and most of the congregation
appeared to be Indian. All visitors were asked to stand at the end and receive a round of applause which felt quite
special. It is about 31 degrees here every day and the Andaman Sea is so warm. I heard via a news App that it was
snowing in England with ice and power cuts so feeling very blessed to be here.

Next stop we flew to Kuala Lumpur (KL) and got a taxi to an Ignatian house of prayer in the jungle miles from
anywhere. Up here in the hills the temperature is a bit cooler — about 24 or 25 degrees and it rained an awful lot, but we
are here for a silent Ignatian retreat. Lillian, our retreat director, a lovely Chinese lady, is very helpful and insightful and
spiritual. Both Louise and I feel that we haven’t really prayed like this in a long time and are getting an awful lot out of
this experience. The retreat centre is called maranatha which is Aramaic for “come Lord Jesus”.

Time to leave and get a taxi back to KL for the next step on our journey. We arrive in this bustling metropolis and are
staying in a part of the city called Bukit Bintang, We are on the 32nd floor of a skyscraper and outside our window we
have the Merdeka tower, apparently the second tallest building in the world. Today Louise is giving a presentation to the
University of Malaya which her friend and former work colleague Maw Pin Tan, a Chinese Malaysian, has organised.
We get picked up at noon for the next experience!

Spiritually we are reading a chapter of Paul’s letter every day, writing a daily journal and then praying the Examen (an
Ignatian prayer technique). We have already visited the Anglican Cathedral St. Mary’s which is in the dead centre of the
city next to the parliament building (a legacy of Empire). I have a meeting with the dean on Sunday. They conduct
services in English, Chinese, Tamil, Nepali and Malay. After careful consideration we elected to attend one of the two
English services which are both at 11am on Sunday — one traditional and one contemporary. Our friend attends the
contemporary one so I suppose that is where we’ll end up at first and then we can attend the traditional one after that.
Malaysia is multi-cultural and multi religious and there is quite a stark racial divide in who attends what religion. The
Indians are mainly Hindu, the Chinese are either Buddhist or Christian and the Malays (most of the population) are
Muslim. Alcohol is hard to get here which is no bad thing for us (I know we drink too much) and there is a green arrow
on our ceiling indicating the direction of Meccah. In my spiritual reading I have now read over half of the Koran and
dabbled quite extensively into various Buddhist Sutras (which are basically aphorisms). At the retreat centre it seemed
disrespectful not to read the Bible of course, but a new way of reading it was promoted to us called Lectio Divina. This
is a slow meditative reading and absorbing of scripture, waiting for a particular word or phrase to resonate with you and
asking God to speak to you through those words. So not bible “study” seeking to find out the meaning of a text with
which I am very familiar, but a spiritual absorption of the text treating scripture as spirit inspired and able to speak to us
today and personally.

Love and prayers, Martin

* * * * * * * *
COUNTY COUNCIL

Contact: Jess Bailey, Lark Rise, Elsdon Lane, West Hill, Ottery St Mary EX11 1TZ 01404 814056 jessicamarybailey@yahoo.co.uk
DISTRICT COUNCIL

Contacts: Charlotte Fitzgerald — charlotte.fitzgerald@eastdevon.gov.uk; Melanie Martin — melanie.martin@eastdevon.gov.uk;
Henry Riddell — henry.riddell@eastdevon.gov.uk

TTERTON PARISH NCIL
The Otterton Parish Council had a useful meeting early in January where they were able to commence putting a
workable emergency plan together. Many thanks to those who attended and gave such useful input.
To move forward we are seeking the names of any medics or first aiders in the village who would be willing to be called
upon in a community emergency.
Also wanted - anyone with a 4 wheel drive vehicle who would be willing to support a community effort.
Please send names & contact numbers to the Clerk clerk@otterton.info All personal details will be kept secure and
used for emergency planning purposes only. Many thanks.
The Parish Council will meet again on Monday 3rd February at 7.30pm in the Village Hall. Do come along; you will
be made very welcome.
Francesca Mills, Clerk to Otterton Parish Council; Sandycross Farmhouse, Yettington, Budleigh Salterton EX9 7BW
mobile: 07880 331465; email: clerk@otterton.info; website: www.otterton.info
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OTTERTON C of E PRIMARY SCHOOL

The Spring Term is always a busy one for us here at Otterton C of E Primary School. Our KS2 children have
started their swimming lessons at LED in Exmouth and will be taking part in football events at Exmouth
Community College next week.

It was lovely to welcome back Jess from Suez to help remind and teach us all about the importance of recycling. To lead
on from these workshops we will be holding a recycling poster competition, which the Lions of Budleigh will judge. We
also enjoyed learning all about how we can recycle at home and what happens to our recycling after it is collected. We
learnt that reusing before you recycle is even more sustainable than recycling alone - we turned loo rolls into bird
feeders so the birds can enjoy them before we recycle them.

Herons are exploring megacities in Geography this term. A megacity has more than 10million residents! They practised
their oral storytelling skills as part of their literacy sequence on Grimm's Fairy Tales - fun was had performing and
listening to the tales of Tom Thumb and Hansel & Gretel!

The year 1 and 2 children became great material investigators this week during their science lesson. They explored
different objects and discussed what they were made of. They were all able to explain why some materials wouldn't be
good for certain objects. In literacy we are learning all about the weather so that the children can write their own
information pages on the different types. To help stimulate ideas, the children worked in small groups to make their own
posters which we can then use on our working wall. Our Reception and pre-school children have had fun painting a tree
to show what season their birthday is in.

We have also enjoyed our fortnightly visit from Open the Book, who told the story of when the 3 wise men visited Jesus
after he was born. For more information, please call us on 01395 568326 or email adminotterton@thelink.academy

OTTERTON COMMUNITY SHOP

Our flyer confirms that a full refurbishment of the shop will begin on Friday 7th February. Over the following week it
will see complete redecoration and the fitting of a new floor, shelving, counter, chillers and lighting. We re-open on
Friday 14th February. We know that the temporary closure of the shop will be an inconvenience for many, but
pre-ordered newspapers will still be available. So stock-up in advance and await our re-opening when we are sure that
the shop will look terrific and be better than ever.

Finally, belated congratulations to the winners of Gift Vouchers in our special Christmas Loyalty Card draw:

1* prize £30.00 — Rosemary Birch; 2" prize £20.00 - Sally Burton; 3" prize £10.00 - Tom Simcock.

So keep redeeming your Loyalty cards and qualify for both the quarterly and Christmas draws.

OTTERTON GARDEN CLUB

Spring is on its way and your garden is showing signs of life. What an excellent time to consider entering (free) the
Village Spring Show on 8th March. Most people have at least a few daffodils — it only takes one bloom to make an
entry. Never entered before? — then the Novice Entry class could be yours to win. Did you know there is a Young
Growers Trophy for under 18’s? Come on kids; impress your parents by entering and maybe bringing home this much
sought after trophy. Look out for posters with more details in late January or look on the website
www.ottertongardenclub.co.uk

OTTERTON VILLAGE HALL (from Julia Bove, Secretary)

We are pleased to announce that we are about to launch our Hall Master Booking System which will enable you to check
availability, pricing and make bookings easily online via the Otterton Village Hall website. Our Hall is equipped with a
fully fitted kitchen, wi-fi, sound system, projector, tables and chairs, all included for use in the hire charge. We also
have a smaller meeting room available for meetings or small group activities. Please consider us for
family/birthday/village parties or events!

New Year, new you? Don't forget that there are already regular keep fit, pilates, karate and yoga classes held at the
Village Hall which you may be interested in joining.

Otterton Village Hall Committee wish you all a happy and healthy 2025.

OTTERTON MILL

News

Lots of lovely new products in our Mill Shop with tasty treats in our Farm Shop, perfect for Valentine's Day, along with
a selection of spring bulbs, and the team have been working hard to give the Mill a spring clean. Our Music line up for
2025 is in the final stages of completion with some great acts booked for the year ahead.

Milling

16th - come and see our Mill come alive with our band of merry millers, always happy to answer questions; milling
11am-12.30pm & 2-3pm.

This half term we look forward to seeing more of our younger visitors, and we are proud to continue over 1000 years of
Milling here in the village at the World’s 18th oldest business!
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OTTERTON EVENTS COMMITTEE

We hope you all had a great Christmas and New Year! We are gearing up for the soap box rally this year at Easter; we
have a new course and it should be a great day with lots going on! We are hoping to start some work at the play park
very soon so watch this space. Any ideas or help will be gratefully received. Please contact 07855774436.

THE KINGS’S ARMS — from Freddie and The King’s Arms Team
Some key dates for your diaries:

Alex Dobson will be back performing live on 31st January from 7:30pm. We absolutely love having him join us, so we
can't wait for that!

On Valentine's night, we're keeping it simple with a Steak & Wine night; full details to be announced.

Pub quiz dates: Wednesday 29th January; Wednesday 19th February

We're also looking at hosting a women's darts team here at The King’s, with the interest in the sport at the moment.
Everyone is welcome so don’t feel the need to be a pro! We’re all beginners here. Let’s have some fun, let your hair
down and create some new relationships as we build this team together. For more info, pop in and see us!

Over the horizon (March) we can see something ahead - it seems to be a pool table! Stay tuned...

JUMBLE SALE

The Former Little Otters are holding a fundraising jumble sale at East Budleigh Village Hall on Saturday 1st March in
support of Seachange Budleigh Salterton. Donations of jumble would be gratefully received at the Hall from 9.00am on
Ist March but if you have difficulty in getting there and need a collection, please call Fran on 07880331465.

Entry £1 - refreshments available.

Otterton Relief in Need Charity (ORINC) was set up to provide grants or loans to Otterton residents who are in
financial hardship. We can respond very quickly when approached, so please get in touch if you are in a budgetary
crisis.
Types of help given include payment of bills for fuel, rent, electricity, supply of logs, and other essential expenses.
You can contact us via our website https://www.orinc.org.uk/ or email us at orin.charity@gmail.com.
Paper application forms are available in the village hall foyer and in the church. Post them to us via the private ORINC
post box in the foyer of the village hall which is checked weekly.

ALL APPLICATIONS ARE DEALT WITH IN COMPLETE CONFIDENCE.

HEATHS TO SEA LANDSCAPE RECOVERY OF THE LOWER OTTER VALLEY

From Beth Humphrey - Heath to Seas Project Support Officer

Have your say...

You are invited to find out more about the project, share your thoughts and ideas for nature recovery in the valley, what
you enjoy and what you hope to see change for the better.

We will be holding drop-in sessions as follows:

- Saturday 15th February, 9.30am — 1pm: Budleigh Salterton Library

- Friday 28th February, 10am — 2pm: Oak Lodge Café, Budleigh Riding School

- Monday 3rd March, 10am — 12noon: Sir Walter Raleigh Pub coffee morning

- Friday 7th March, 10am - 11.30am: Sir Walter Raleigh Pub coffee morning

- Saturday 8th March, 2pm - Spm: Spring Show, Otterton Village Hall

- Thursday 13th March, 10am - 2pm: Wesley’s Caf¢, Budleigh Salterton

- Saturday 22nd March, 11am - 3pm: Holt Bar & Terrace, Budleigh Cricket Club

There will also be a survey open from 15th February - 16th March. Paper surveys will be available at village shops. The
online version will be available through our website: www.heathstosea.com/#get-involved

POLICE — Exmouth Neighbourhood Team: Mark.Edwards2@devonandcornwall.pnn.police.uk
Emergency 999; General Enquiries number 101; exmouth@devonandcornwall.pnn.police.uk; http://www.ukcrimestats.com/

TAXI SERVICE: Available for local and long-distance journeys, including airport runs. Contact Barry on 07925
933100.

Entries for Otterton Parish News should be sent to Jill Beacham - email: jill@beacham.co.uk - 01395 446433 PLEASE
NOTE - Deadline for March edition is Monday 17th February latest.
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