OTTERTON PARISH NEWS
DECEMBER 2025
A member of the Raleigh Mission Community

TRy
VICAR: Revd Martin Jacques (443473 & 07795 025016)
revmartinjacques@gmail.com
CHURCHWARDEN: Ms Anne Radcliffe BEM (568059)
RMC PARISH ADMINISTRATOR: Mrs Fran Mills - raleighmc@gmail.com

WFH Mon, Tues, Thurs 9am — 1pm; (07880 331465)
RMC office at St Peter’s Church open Wed 10am-12noon and
Fri 10am-2pm (01395 443397)

SERVICES FOR DECEMBER

SUNDAY 7th DECEMBER

9.30 am Holy Communion Ccw East Budleigh
11.00 am Morning Prayer Otterton
SUNDAY 14th DECEMBER

9.30 am Holy Communion Ccw East Budleigh
11.00 am Holy Communion CW Otterton
SUNDAY 21st DECEMBER

9.30 am Holy Communion Cw East Budleigh

3.00 pm Christingle East Budleigh
11.00 am Holy Communion CwW Otterton

4.00 pm Carol Service (preceded by The Raleigh Players) Otterton
WEDNESDAY 24th DECEMBER Christmas Eve

3.00 pm Christingle CW Otterton

6.00 pm Carol Service East Budleigh
11.00 pm Midnight Mass St Peter’s
THURSDAY 25th DECEMBER — Christmas Day

9.30 am Holy Communion Cw East Budleigh
11.00 am Holy Communion CW Otterton
SUNDAY 28th DECEMBER

9.30 am Holy Communion Cw East Budleigh
11.00 am Holy Communion CW Otterton
Morning Prayer will be said at 9.30am at East Budleigh on Tuesdays and at Otterton on Thursdays

PARISH NEWS — from Jill Beacham
By the time we reach May 2026, I will have been producing the Parish News for exactly 30 years. I have thoroughly
enjoyed (almost!) all aspects of getting it published every single month during that time, and it has been good to see
the steady increase in the nature and variety of items that are sent in to interest and inform residents of the Parish.
HOWEVER - I have finally decided to retire and the May 2026 edition will therefore be my last as Editor. I do hope
there is someone, perhaps a contributor or reader, who would be interested in seeing that it carries on in its current or
any other form, and who would like to find out more before finally volunteering. I will be very happy to talk through
what it has involved for me.
Please contact me on 07974 991193 or jill@beacham.co.uk if you or anyone you know may be interested in becoming
Editor for at least some of the next 30 years.......... "
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View from The Vicarage
Now is there anything going on in December I could possibly talk about? Oh yes — it’s Christmas time again! This

Christian festival — the Mass of Christ (geddit ..) — has grown and grown and become the biggest commercial occasion in
the world and is celebrated everywhere — even in non-Christian countries.

Hard to remember that Christmas Day is just that — one solitary day. But every year the Christmas lights go up earlier
and earlier and the “season” can cover many weeks; the shopping frenzy starts earlier and earlier, St Noddy Holder’s
dulcet voice gets more ubiquitous, and the shops are full of Santas and Elves in grottos; every programme seems to have
a Christmas special, people go into debt to afford lavish Christmas presents, millions of trees decorate millions of
houses, and turkeys start feeling very nervous towards the start of December.

I could go on describing the festival of excess but also it reveals a better, kinder, more generous side of so many people.
Families get together, people feel better about things and if we’re lucky, a snowfall induces extreme excitement,
especially in children. The churches are full of people celebrating Christingle or singing carols or attending Midnight
Mass.

Of course, we all know there is a shadow side — suicide rates go up, families struggle with debt, some of those on their
own feel their loneliness is amplified, and it’s so obvious that Christmas is just a convenient commercial peg for
companies to hang their hat on. BUT...BUT...

I like all the razzmatazz, the gaudiness, the fakery. It doesn’t for me diminish one iota what some have started calling
“the true meaning of Christmas”. The two can co-exist side by side surely.

2000 years ago, God became man, and that moment has spawned the largest festival in the world by far. We can
celebrate that central tenet of the Christian religion and roast chestnuts on an open fire, wearing a gaudy Christmas
jumper whilst having drunk far too much, can’t we? Perhaps we can’t have one without the other?

Happy Christmas.

Martin

Sunday 21st December

At 3.15pm in church, The Raleigh Players will ring Christmas music and carols on their Hand Bells. There will also
be a sale of Jane Bennett’s jams and chutneys for church funds.
At 4.00pm the Service of Carols and Lessons will be led by the choir with Nicky Marshall. Come and enjoy it all.

% % % % % % % %
COUNTY COUNCIL
Contact: Jess Bailey, Lark Rise, Elsdon Lane, West Hill, Ottery St Mary EX11 1TZ 01404 814056 jessicamarybailey@yahoo.co.uk
DISTRICT COUNCIL

Contacts: Charlotte Fitzgerald — charlotte.fitzgerald@eastdevon.gov.uk; Melanie Martin — melanie.martin@eastdevon.gov.uk;
Henry Riddell — henry.riddell@eastdevon.gov.uk

TTERT f E PRIMARY SCHOOL
We welcomed Jess back from Suez for the third year to discuss and highlight the importance of recycling to
help with climate change and looking after our world. The KS1 children enjoyed making cress caterpillars out
of recycled egg boxes whilst the KS2 children made bookmarks from recycled cardboard and paper.
A big thank you to Clare from The Little Green Change charity who came into school to teach the children all about the
importance of pollinating plants. She helped each child to plant some bulbs so that we will have pollinating plants in the
Spring ready for the bees and other insects to enjoy!
A BIG heartfelt thank you goes out to all involved at our Bonfire and Fireworks Night at Stantyway Farm, as your
support goes a long way for our small school. Special thanks to Sam and Nell Walker, Epic Solutions, Otterton Events
Committee and The King's Arms. There are many volunteers within our school community, who always give their time
and effort, without which it wouldn't run, but also many people from the Otterton Community - David Scott, Ben Jones,
lan Simpson, Stevie Mears and Richard Witherby to just name a few, alongside everyone who helped to build the
bonfire. A final thank you to those who came along and enjoyed the evening with us.
In RE this term, Otters class are learning about why Christmas is important to Christians. Last week the children listened
to the Christmas story and then had to pick 3 main events that they felt were the most important. The children then
represented one of these through artwork.
Places are available in pre-school which is open Monday to Friday, and all year groups. For further information please

contact adminotterton@thelink.academy Keep up with us on our Facebook page and website!

~=> OTTERTON LADIES’ COFFEE MORNING — 11am Monday 1st December at The King’s Arms
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A chance to make new friends and catch up with old ones. All welcome. Thanks as always to the pub for hosting.

OTTERTON PARISH COUNCIL
Dates for your diary:
1st December - The Otterton Parish Council will meet for the last time in 2025 when the budget for next year will be
agreed.
6th December - Otterton Reindeer Run raising money for the village.
For entry details please visit https://reindeerrun.eventrac.co.uk/e/otterton-reindeer-run-12239
14th December at 10am - Neighbourhood Stream Clean, meeting at The King’s Arms.
2nd February 2026 - Otterton Parish Council meeting
Please do join us for the December meeting if you are interested in the activity of the Parish Council or feel you can add
positive input. The meeting will close with mince pies & mulled wine - all welcome.
Wishing everyone in Otterton a very merry Christmas and a happy & healthy 2026.
Francesca Mills, Clerk to Otterton Parish Council; Sandycross Farmhouse, Yettington, Budleigh Salterton EX9 7BW
mobile: 07880 331465; email: clerk@otterton.info; website: www.otterton.info

OTTERTON COMMUNITY SHOP

In the run-up to Christmas, don’t forget that the Loyalty Card Prize Draw will be made on 18th December so make
sure that you have redeemed your cards in time to win up to £30.00 in shop vouchers. Also, you can win our
Christmas Hamper by guessing its value, with proceeds going to the Exeter Leukaemia Fund which provides vital
support for patients with blood cancer and other disorders - so be in it to win it.

Christmas Opening hours for the shop will apply from Christmas Eve to New Year’s Day as follows:

24th December 08.00 — 12.00 / Christmas Day closed / Boxing Day 08.00 — 10.00 / 27th December to 1st January 08.00
—12.00 [except Sunday 28th 08.30 — 12.00]. Check our website for any updates.

Finally, the annual shop volunteers party was held in The King’s Arms on 18th November when a convivial evening was
enjoyed by all.

EVENTS COMMITTEE (from Jerry Fry)

We are all set for the Reindeer Run on 6th December; it’s going to be a great day. If you are available for being a
marshal, please contact me asap on 07855 774436. We have now instructed a company to install the new climbing
frame at the play park so when weather permits, it will go ahead. We are also going to be trimming the hedge back and
reducing the height. We would like to wish everybody in the village a great Christmas and a fun-filled New Year!

OTTERTON GARDEN CLUB

The Garden Club is pleased to announce that the Village Spring Show will be held on Saturday 14th March 2026. The
Show is always a colourful affair and an antidote that marks the end to the winter's dormancy. Hopefully you will
carefully mark up your 2026 calendars for the Show which has been running since 1929. The main event will be
daffodils so make sure you plant a few extra spring bulbs so that you can enter. However, there is something for
everyone as the Show also includes pot plants, floral decoration, homemade produce (men’s class is a Tea Loaf — get
practising!) and photography (the subjects are “River Walk” & “Otterton” -get your smart phone out!).

THE KI ’S ARMS — from Freddie and The King’s Arms Team

Festive Menu: Our set Festive Menu is running from 1st to 23rd December. This will be pre-order only for your
special occasions! Menus are on all the tables here at The King’s and available online. Bookings are selling rapidly for
this. We can’t wait to host your festive event or just if you fancy a treat!

Pizza night Wednesdays: We’re still running our Pizza nights on Wednesdays, so feel free to eat in OR take away,
whatever your preference! £12 for a meat Pizza / Goats Cheese Pizza or £11.50 for a Margherita, all home made in
house by the team.

Christmas Quizzes and Music: We will have the traditional Christmas Pub Quiz on Wednesday 17th, with Live Music
with Alex Dobson on Friday 19th. Hoping to see as many of you as possible for that!

Opening hours over Christmas week:

Christmas Eve — Last food 7:30pm; Christmas Day — Fully booked for food, open from 10am for Drinks; Boxing Day —
Open from 10:30am, food from 12noon — 6pm. The rest of the days are as usual!

Darts Competition - 27th: We are hosting our annual festive darts competition on Saturday 27th December. Details
will be in the pub; this is a great night where standard doesn’t really matter; it’s a great laugh and as many as possible
can enter. Prizes all around, lots of fun to be had!
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New Year’s Eve: This year we will have our food running until 6pm, followed by a disco & karaoke from 7:30 / 8pm
until late! There will be a buffet available as usual; I don’t expect anything for that; think of it as a thank you from me
and everyone for the year.

Here’s to a happy and wonderful December! Freddie & everyone at The King’s Arms

OTTERTON MILL

News - In our Farm Shop, our mince pies are in demand again this year, as is our Christmas menu in the Restaurant. Our
Christmas Carol Service will be on 19th December at 6pm in the Marquee, with free mince pies while they last, and
hot drinks including mulled wine and hot Devon apple chai available to buy. Lots of Christmas gift ideas in our Mill
Shop and delicious treats in our Farm Shop.

Milling - our last milling day is on 14th; come and see our merry millers bring the Mill to life as they grind the wheat to
make the flour for our bakery goods; flour available to buy from our Farm Shop; milling 11am-12.30pm & 2-3pm; entry
is free.

Wishing everyone a very Merry Christmas from Chris and Carol and all the team.

THE FORMER LITTLE OTTERS

Thank you to everyone who supported the Jumble Sale in East Budleigh Village Hall on 15th November. We made a
fabulous profit of just over £900 which will go to Exmouth Foodbank. We couldn't do it without your support so
THANK YOU SOOOOO MUCH. Our next sale will be on 28th February - do look out for details nearer the time.
Wishing you all a very happy Christmas.

THE LOOKOUT FROM LADRAM

We wish everyone a happy Christmas and a fantastic New Year.

Our leisure facilities will remain open throughout December; full details of Christmas opening can be found on our
website. For anyone fancying a change in 2026, we will start our recruitment campaign early January for the season.
Please email jobs@ladrambay.co.uk with your CV.

CLINTON DEVON ESTATES — From Kate Ponting - Community Engagement and Countryside Learning

The Pebblebed Heaths Conservation Trust (PHCT) is working with local women and girls to identify and reduce barriers to
countryside access. Insights from a Pebblebeds Women’s Forum have already inspired new, inclusive activities and immediate
action. (see Otterton website www.otterton.info for full length article). This autumn Wonderfully Wild Women’s Workshops
brought women of all ages together to explore their relationship and connection with nature and the next event will be an exciting
after-dark women's walk...

Reclaim the Night - Otter Estuary Walk - Friday Sth December, 6—7pm
Join together to celebrate women’s right to walk freely, safely, and joyfully in nature — at any hour. Our reserves should echo with
curlews, not curfews. Together, we’ll light the way towards a countryside where everyone belongs, day or night.
Meet: Bird Hide north of Lime Kiln car park, Budleigh Salterton; Route: 2.5 km on level paths, suitable for all ages and abilities.
What to bring: A lantern or torch and all your female friends.
Whilst dogs are welcome if needed for support, the paths may be busy in places so please consider leaving dogs at home for their
comfort and everyones safety.

Counting the impact of rural estates
Rural estates are responsible for managing some of the most beautiful and nature-rich areas of the countryside; they also play an

important role providing rural homes and businesses. Researchers at the Centre for Rural Policy Research, University of Exeter, are
working with Clinton Devon Estates to understand how rural estate activities have wider impact. To do this, the project measures
how well the Estate is restoring nature, supporting local communities and creating economic opportunities.
The views of Clinton Devon Estates’ stakeholders are critical to understanding the impact of the Estate on those who live, work and
visit there. Stakeholders include (and are not limited to):

e Dog walkers, horse riders and ramblers; Commercial, farm or residential tenants

e People attending talks on the Estate; Businesses operating within Estate boundaries

e Project partners, contractors and suppliers
To take part, please visit https://sites.exeter.ac.uk/ruralestatevalues/survey/ by 19th December 2025.

POLICE — Exmouth Neighbourhood Team: Mark.Edwards2@devonandcornwall.pnn.police.uk
Emergency 999; General Enquiries number 101; exmouth@devonandcornwall.pnn.police.uk; http://www.ukcrimestats.com/

TAXI SERVICE: Available for local and long-distance journeys, including airport runs. Contact Barry on 07925
933100.

My thanks as always to those who so kindly give up their time to distribute the Parish News door to door every month,
and to the many and varied contributors who keep the village and the wider community informed. My very best
wishes to you all for Christmas and the New Year. Jill
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Entries for Otterton Parish News should be sent to Jill Beacham - email: jill@beacham.co.uk — 07974 991193
PLEASE NOTE - Deadline for January edition is Wednesday 17th December latest. Thank you.
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