OTTERTON PARISH NEWS
DECEMBER 2024
A member of the Raleigh Mission Community
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VICAR: Revd Martin Jacques (443473 & 07795 025016)
revmartinjacques@gmail.com
CHURCHWARDENS: Ms Anne Radcliffe BEM (568059)
Mrs Stacey James (07891 482169)
RMC PARISH ADMINISTRATOR: Mrs Fran Mills - raleighmc@gmail.com

WFH Mon, Tues, Thurs 9am — 1pm; (07880 331465)
RMC office at St Peter’s Church open Fri 10am-2pm (01395 443397)

SERVICES FOR DECEMBER

SUNDAY 1st DECEMBER

9.30 am Holy Communion Cw East Budleigh
11.00 am Morning Prayer Otterton
SUNDAY 8th DECEMBER

9.30 am Holy Communion Cw East Budleigh
11.00 am Holy Communion CW Otterton
SUNDAY 15th DECEMBER

9.30 am Holy Communion Ccw East Budleigh
11.00 am Holy Communion Cw Otterton
SUNDAY 22nd DECEMBER

9.30 am Holy Communion CwW East Budleigh
11.00 am Holy Communion Cw Otterton

3.00 pm Christingle East Budleigh

4.00 pm Carol Service Otterton
TUESDAY 24th DECEMBER

3.00 pm Christingle Otterton

6.00 pm Carol Service East Budleigh
WEDNESDAY 25th DECEMBER — Chri D

9.30 am Holy Communion Cw East Budleigh
11.00 am Holy Communion Cw Otterton
SUNDAY 29th DECEMBER

9.30 am Holy Communion Ccw East Budleigh
11.00 am Holy Communion CW Otterton
Morning Prayer will be said at 9.30am at East Budleigh on Tuesdays and at Otterton on Thursdays

CHRISTMAS COFFEE MORNING
* Friday 13th December, 10am- 12.30pm
At Butterfly Cottage, Behind Hayes (pedestrian access up steps) or access from Bell Street.
Coffee, cakes, raffle and Christmas gifts on sale, including beautiful local ceramics, Christmas wrap, cards etc
£3 entry includes unlimited coffee / tea and cake!
Proceeds to be split between Otterton Village Hall Solar Panel Fund and Centre Stage Exmouth.

Donations of cakes or raffle prizes gratefully received!
Please call or message Emma on 07976889270 for more information.
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Dear friends,

In the immortal words of saint Noddy Holder of Walsall “IT’S CHRISTMAS”. Time to get the lights out of the loft, see
if the bulbs still work, dust off the artificial tree, send your annual cards to people you only remember once a year, plan
Christmas dinner with family, remember past Christmases and people we’ve loved and lost, spend too much money on
gifts, put the decorations up and await the Christmas TV specials — especially “Strictly” ‘cos it’s a good one this year.

It's a time when time honoured family rituals come into their own and without them, Crimbo just wouldn’t feel right.

We have two Christmas trees, one artificial (mine!) which I and my daughter used to decorate, topped with a fairy called
“Joan” named after an acquaintance probably long since shuffled off this mortal coil and decorated with things my
daughter made in primary school. My wife always likes a real tree which looks magnificent but which I curse when it
sheds hundreds of needles on the carpet and in the car transporting it down to the Lime Kiln carpark in the new year.
Yes, I know it’s all a rigmarole and I know most of it is superficial but [ wouldn’t be without any part of it.

Somewhere hidden deep in the discarded wrapping paper, glimpsed briefly behind the fairy lights, and dad snoring in
front of the telly waiting for the King’s Speech, there is something there — a thought, an idea, a notion that all this effort
actually might point towards something quite important, but we can’t quite put our finger on it. Then we hear the strains
of someone singing the first lines of “Silent night” and it quietly dawns on us that all this fuss is actually because of
something, but just what eludes us - the birth of a baby 2024 years ago that the whole world still can’t forget even
though it has done its utmost to try and forget, rationalise away, say never happened, disbelieve, or just avoid. But
then...we hear the reason again:

God was born on earth in a dusty fly-blown corner of the Roman empire, unnoticed save by a few shepherds and foreign
travellers. Emmanuel — God is with us.

Love and Peace this Christmas, Martin

* * * * * * * *
COUNTY COUNCIL
Contact: Jess Bailey, Lark Rise, Elsdon Lane, West Hill, Ottery St Mary EX11 1TZ 01404 814056 jessicamarybailey@yahoo.co.uk
DISTRICT COUNCIL

Contacts: Charlotte Fitzgerald — charlotte.fitzgerald@eastdevon.gov.uk; Melanie Martin — melanie.martin@eastdevon.gov.uk;
Henry Riddell — henry.riddell@eastdevon.gov.uk

OTTERTON C of E PRIMARY SCHOOL

The Otterton PTFA Bonfire and Fireworks Night 2024 was a huge success! We would like to offer a big
THANK YOU to all who helped ensure this event could take place and not only that, run smoothly! Special
thanks to the members of the PTFA who went above and beyond in the lead up and during the event. We also
have some fantastic people in the community to thank; without their generous contributions and time this event wouldn't
happen: Nell and Sam Walker, David Scott, Sean Kelly, Ben Jones and Nick and Jemma Pyne. Also, a BIG thank you to
the two sponsors: EPIC Solutions and Atlas Translations. Finally, to all who came and supported the event; an event can
be put on but it relies on people turning up and enjoying it with us, so thank you. We're looking forward to next year
already!

Herons kicked off their new History unit on The Iron Age with a fantastic trip to Woodbury Castle to learn about how it
was once an Iron Age Hillfort. They explored, gathered information, drew maps of what the hillfort might have looked
like and took part in some drama activities to explore the different roles the Iron Age people who lived in the hillfort
had.

In school, Heron class let their creative ideas flow and had a great time making clay birds and pumpkins with Eve!

Otters Class have been busy doing different activities to celebrate Diwali including making a representation of a Diva
Lamp. The Reception and Pre-school children learnt about why we celebrate Bonfire Night and then they made their
own firework pictures.

We have also enjoyed taking part in fundraising for Children in Need. Children paid a donation to come in wearing their
own clothes, they had fun making Pudsey masks at school and took part in a colouring competition.

Please contact the school office with any enquiries on 01395 568326 or email adminotterton@thelink.academy

OTTERTON PARISH COUNCIL
The Otterton Parish Council would like to wish all residents of Otterton good health and happiness in 2025.
As many of you will know the Parish Council do not usually meet in January but on 6th January 2025 there will be a
special meeting to put together an emergency plan for the Village. If you have any special skills that would be useful
for this, eg a four wheel drive vehicle, medical training, a chainsaw licence or anything else you can think of, it would be
great to hear about it. Please drop the Clerk an email, note or pop in to the Village Hall at 7.30pm on 6th January to
register your interest.
The next meeting of the Otterton Parish Council will take place on Monday 2nd December at 7.30pm in the Village
Hall and will be followed by mince pies and mulled wine. Do come along if you are able.
With best wishes for a peaceful and joyful Christmas from Ian, Richard, Jerry, Peter, Belinda and Fran.

Francesca Mills, Clerk to Otterton Parish Council; Sandycross Farmhouse, Yettington, Budleigh Salterton EX9 7BW
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mobile: 07880 331465; email: clerk@otterton.info; website: www.otterton.info

OTTERTON COMMUNITY SHOP

A 10th birthday party and £6,000 in donations - Our volunteer party held on 7th November celebrated 10 years since
the shop opened for trading on 1st December 2014. Current volunteers were joined by many of those pioneers and
former committee members whose perseverance brought the shop into existence, including Viv Price, Jill Gladstone and
John Edmonds who spoke and revived memories of the struggle to secure premises and funding. The party was also
attended by Alasdair Cameron of ORINC who told of the invaluable work undertaken by the charity within the village in
supporting those in need of financial support and Jeremy Wakeling was delighted to confirm a further donation to
ORINC of £3,000. In addition, it was announced that the shop would be giving £3,000 to the Village Playground Fund,
accepted on the night by Richard Witherby. All in all, a tremendous way to celebrate success built on the foundations of
those who set up the shop and the continuing efforts and commitment of all current volunteers.

Our Christmas Raffle this year is in aid of Open Door Exmouth, a charity offering support to those struggling with
addiction, mental health, domestic abuse and other issues. Tickets are on sale in the shop to win a bulging hamper of
Christmas goodies.

The new Otterton Tea Towel is now available exclusively to the OCS and the perfect present for all your relations and
visitors as a souvenir, stocking filler or simply bought for home use. A steal at £9.75 or £9.25 on multibuy of 3 or more.
Finally, the Loyalty Card Draw - if you are holding Loyalty Cards it’s time to redeem them as all cards redeemed this
year before 20th December will be entered into a prize draw to win OCS Gift Vouchers. 1st Prize £30.00 — 2nd Prize
£20.00 — 3rd Prize £10.00. Get those cards filled up and redeemed!

OTTERTON LADIES’ COFFEE MORNING — 11am Monday 2nd December
A chance to make new friends and catch up with old ones. All welcome.

OTTERTON GARDEN CLUB

The Garden Club Committee is pleased to announce that the Village Spring Show will be held on 8th March 2025. The
Show is always a colourful affair and an antidote that marks the end to winter's dormancy. Details of the various classes
will follow in due course. The main event will be daffodils so make sure you plant a few extra spring bulbs so that you
can enter. Everyone with a camera or smart phone is encouraged to participate in the two photography classes - the
subjects are "Spring " and "Budleigh Beach".

OTTERTON VILLAGE HALL (from Julia Bove, Secretary)

The Otterton Village Hall Committee has faced a bit of a restructure this year due to the sad departure of our
longstanding members Andrew (Chair), Joan and [ain. We really appreciate all the time and commitment they have
given to the Village Hall over the years; they will be missed. Richard has kindly taken over as Chair and Sharon has
now kindly become our Treasurer. Please think about us if you are planning a big family event, party, or if you need a
space for a meeting. The Hall now has wi-fi, a sound system, big screen and projector. There is a fully equipped kitchen
available to help with the catering for your event. The meeting room can be hired separately for small group meetings. In
2025 we will begin to use a new online booking system which will hopefully simplify our booking procedures. Please
see Otterton Village Hall website for details and our very reasonable hiring rates! Thank you to all our regular users for
their continued interest and for providing our village with a range of activities to take part in. We look forward to
welcoming some new users to the Hall in the new year. Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year to you all from The
Village Hall Committee.

EXERCISE TO MUSIC
Class for over 50s
Mondays 6.15pm - 7.15 pm in Otterton Village Hall
Please message Steph on 07583988916 for more info

OTTERTON EVENTS COMMITTEE

We are fast coming up to the Reindeer Run on 7th December and could still do with a few more volunteer marshals.
Please contact anyone on the committee or phone 07855774436 if you can help. We would like to send very special
thanks to the Community Shop for their generous donation of £3,000 for the play park fund. Together with the 106
funding we are hoping to get, we are looking at laying a permanent surface on the football pitch, with markings for other
sports too.

Save the Date: The next Former Little Otters Jumble Sale will take place in East Budleigh Village Hall on 1st
March 2025 and will raise money for Seachange in Budleigh Salterton. Many thanks to everyone who helped in any
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way to make our last Jumble Sale in aid of Gateway Sidmouth a success; due to your generosity we have been able to
donate £720.00 to support their work with homeless families and folk in the area.

OTTERTON MILL

Events
On Friday 20th we will be having late night shopping followed by Christmas Carols at
6.00pm in the courtyard under the twinkling lights of our Christmas tree; all welcome; free

Y mince pies to all while they last!
T

Our Christmas menu is available in our restaurant, hampers can be ordered from our Farm Shop
and we have some great Christmas gifts in our Gallery. We will be closing at 3pm on Christmas
Eve and are closed Christmas Day and Boxing Day; otherwise open 9.30am-4pm daily over the holidays and New Year.
Music: To date, we have three gigs booked for summer 2025 - Rigmarollers, Gianni TBay and The Dunwells; more
details on the website shortly.
Milling: Our last milling session for 2024 will be on Sunday 15th; everyone welcome, entry is free. Milling
11am-12.30pm and 2-3pm.
Wishing everyone a very happy Christmas and New Year from all the team at the Mill.
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Lots on at The King’s Arms in December!

1st December: Launch of our Festive Menu; this is a set menu running alongside our regular menu. Pre-booking will
be essential!

7th December: Reindeer Run (Pub is finishing line).

11th December: The pre-Christmas Quiz.

18th December: Otterton FC's Christmas Bingo; please see below for details - everyone welcome!

Christmas Day: We will be open for drinks from 10am-4pm. Look forward to seeing everyone for a drink.

28th December: Otterton FC’s Open Darts Competition; please see below for details - a truly great night. Come down,
have a throw - you might win a prize; if you don't, you can always say you tried!

31st December: if it isn't broke, don't fix it. A NYE disco! Fun starts from 8:30pm until VERY late!

TTERTON FOOTBALL CL.UB
CHRISTMAS BINGO - Wednesday 18th December at The King's Arms, Otterton
Doors open at 6.30pm; Eyes down (Start) at 7.30pm.
OPEN DARTS COMPETITION - Saturday 28th December at The King's Arms, Otterton
£5 per entry; Cash Prizes; Sign in by 6.00pm.
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%ﬁ; OTTERTON RELIEF IN NEED CHARITY (ORINC)
' Huge thanks go to the Otterton Community Shop which has made a further donation to ORINC of £3,000

bringing the total it has donated over the last 3 years to £10,850. These funds are a vital contribution,
enabling us to help those people in the village who need financial assistance. We can respond very quickly when
approached for help so if you, or someone you know, is struggling to make ends meet and need financial support,
especially over Christmas, don’t hesitate to contact us via our website https:/www.orinc.org.uk/ or email us at
orin.charity@gmail.com
Paper copies of the application form are available in the Village Hall foyer and in the church. They can be posted in the
private ORINC post box in the foyer of the Village Hall.

ALL APPLICATIONS ARE DEALT WITH IN COMPLETE CONFIDENCE.

THE LOOKOUT FROM LADRAM
Happy Christmas to everyone from the Ladram Bay Holiday Team.

POLICE — Exmouth Neighbourhood Team: Mark.Edwards2@devonandcornwall.pnn.police.uk
Emergency 999; General Enquiries number 101; exmouth@devonandcornwall.pnn.police.uk; http://www.ukcrimestats.com/

TAXI SERVICE: Available for local and long-distance journeys, including airport runs. Contact Barry on 07925
933100.

My thanks as always to those who so kindly give up their time to distribute the Parish News door to door every month,
and to the many and varied contributors who keep the village and the wider community informed. My very best
wishes to you all for Christmas and the New Year. Jill
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Entries for Otterton Parish News should be sent to Jill Beacham - email: jill@beacham.co.uk - 01395 446433 PLEASE
NOTE - Deadline for January edition is Monday 16th December latest.
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