OTTERTON PARISH NEWS
APRIL 2025
A member of the Raleigh Mission Community

—

~aHappy Easteva
VICAR: Revd Martin Jacques (443473 & 07795 025016)
revmartinjacques@gmail.com
CHURCHWARDENS: Ms Anne Radcliffe BEM (568059)
Mrs Stacey James (07891 482169)
RMC PARISH ADMINISTRATOR: Mrs Fran Mills - raleighmc@gmail.com

WFH Mon, Tues, Thurs 9am — 1pm; (07880 331465)
RMC office at St Peter’s Church open Fri 10am-2pm (01395 443397)

SERVICES FOR APRIL

SUNDAY 6th APRIL

9.30 am Holy Communion CwW East Budleigh
11.00 am Morning Prayer Otterton
SUNDAY 13th APRIL — Palm Sunday

9.30 am Holy Communion Ccw East Budleigh
11.00 am Holy Communion Cw Otterton
FRIDAY 18th APRIL — Good Friday

3.00 pm Cross of Christ Otterton
SUNDAY 20th APRIL — Easter

9.30 am Holy Communion CwW East Budleigh
11.00 am Holy Communion Cw Otterton
SUNDAY 27th APRIL

9.30 am Holy Communion CwW East Budleigh
11.00 am Holy Communion Cw Otterton
SUNDAY 4th MAY

9.30 am Holy Communion Cw East Budleigh
11.00 am Morning Prayer Otterton
Morning Prayer will be said at 9.30am at East Budleigh on Tuesdays and at Otterton on Thursdays

EXCITEMENT BUILDS FOR OTTERTON’S 2025 GRAND SOAP BOX DERBY

With just over a month to go, Otterton’s GRAND SOAP BOX DERBY, due to take place on
Saturday 19th April from 10 am - 4 pm (subject to weather) is already attracting considerable
interest. The organisers have launched their 2025 event logo and full entry details for competitors.
Entry stickers which feature the event ‘racing otter’ logo (this year in a green helmet) have gone
on sale in local locations including The King’s Arms and Otterton Community Shop. They are £2
each and can also be purchased on the day. Children under 5 can attend for free. Money raised
from the event will go to upgrading Otterton’s children’s play park. The 2025 Derby will take place over two connected
fields at Stantyway Farm, Otterton EX9 7JJ which will give spectators unparalleled views of the entire course. The
main competition is for distance but organisers are planning a speed element at this year’s event. A number of sponsors
have already joined the line-up for the event. Those seeking to enter soap boxes should do so quickly as entries are on a
first-come first-served basis, and they should also check entry rules. The cost per entry is £20 but junior entries (Under
16) are free. Entry process and Derby rules as well as spectator information can be found and will be updated via




www.facebook.com/groups/1494049848115138 or just type Otterton Grand Soap Box Derby into your browser. For
updates or further information, please email Sean Kelly seancameronkelly@gmail.com

View from The Vicarage

Dear friends,

It was a three-hour drive to Polonnaruwa through wooded hills and lakes — Sri Lanka really is quite beautiful. I am still trying to
shake off a weeklong chest infection and Louise a case of “Delhi Belly” or whatever the Sri Lankan equivalent might be (oddly we
think it wasn’t anything to do with Sri Lankan fare at all, but ironically some fish ‘n’ chips at a western style pool bar).
Polonnaruwa is a huge site covering many hectares and there lie the remains of an ancient capital of Sri Lanka and original home of
the Buddha tooth relic before it finally came to rest in Kandy. Ancient stupas and Hindu Temples and swimming pools and indoor
plumbing — it was like roaming around an eastern Pompeii!

On Sunday we decided to go to Mass at St. Anthony’s cathedral. It was supposed to start at 11am. We got there at about 10.40 and
the cathedral was full of children attending Sunday school - dozens and dozens of them. It was very organised, and they were very
well behaved, kept in line by the odd nun and Sunday school helpers. At about 11.15 the bell sounded, the “Big six” (candles on the
high altar) were switched on, and we were underway. They had a relic of St. Anthony that attracted much devotion, (shoes off of
course) a statue of Mary and Jesus illuminated in gaudy Eastern fashion, and a “Calvary” that attracted similar devotion. At the end,
the priest walked up and down the aisles and showered the whole congregation with Holy water (I mean you got seriously wet).
Mass was less than an hour and my only criticism is they didn’t use incense, which I thought unusual for a catholic cathedral. But as
ever, as we’ve found on numerous occasions, the spirit was good and Christianity is in rude health here as it is in all the countries
we’ve visited. It is marked by oriental cultural additions of course, which I think enhances the worship but the worship is always
sincere and quite humbling and devout.

Afterwards we visited some Buddhist and Hindu shrines around the Temple of the tooth — we thought we’d lost our footwear at one
point but had to pay 100 Rupees to get them back — again the devotion was very humbling. People offering water and flowers and
fruit. Coming from a society as secular as Britain such unabashed displays of faith can be quite disarming. No-one has to defend
their belief in God — it is a given - and you just get on with it in whatever culture or tradition you have been born into.

Have I been spiritually broadened and deepened — which was the goal of this Sabbatical? — I sure have. It has left an indelible mark
on my Spiritual outlook and belief system. Some of my points of view have been strengthened and my resolve has hardened.
Christianity is primarily a religion of Grace. This is our strength and our good news to the world. This is why we prosper in
whatever environment we find ourselves. God is a God of GRACE. Grace IS the good news. That is the truth and understanding that
truth sets you free to appreciate all that the other faiths have to offer knowing that God’s truth is forever embedded — incarnated —
within them all — but pre-eminently within the Christian revelation which is wide enough to embrace everything the other faiths
bring to the table whilst being true to Christ being “in all and through all.”

I’ve had confirmed to me that my preferred personal worship is thoroughly catholic, sacramental, and incarnational (it always has
been — but that is now strengthened) and privately thoroughly Ignatian (a set of practices named after Ignatius Loyola). I have had
thoughts concerning my future which I’ll remain tight-lipped about for now, but all will become clearer in the future. I'm looking
forward to presenting this Sabbatical in church soon where we’ll be force-feeding you curry (only joking), perhaps playing a bit of
Bhangra (Punjabi rhythms fused with Western music), wearing our Indian garb and taking you all on a journey to South and
South-east Asia and their diverse cultures.

Love and prayers, Martin

* * * * * * * *

TTERT PEN GARDENS — Sunday 25th May — 11am t m

We now have 8 confirmed gardens open to the public and the miniature steam train will be running at the Old Station. It
promises to be a fun-filled day for all the family. There will be plant and book stalls on the Village Green as well as a
tractor-drawn trailer farm tour, with jazz and a BBQ at The King’s Arms from 4:30pm. We will need plant donations for
the stall so please bear it in mind when dividing your plants this spring and keep some aside for us. Funds raised from
ticket sales will be split between St Michael’s Church, Devon Air Ambulance and Otterton Relief In Need.

We would welcome more gardens and are also looking for volunteers to help with either parking, selling tickets or
serving refreshments at the Village Hall on the day. Please contact Rupert Dixon by phone (07714 247598) or
email ottertonopengardens@gmail.com if you would like to get involved; any help will be most appreciated, even
for just an hour or so. More details to follow next month on logistics.

COUNTY COUNCIL
Contact: Jess Bailey, Lark Rise, Elsdon Lane, West Hill, Ottery St Mary EX11 1TZ 01404 814056 jessicamarybailey@yahoo.co.uk

DISTRICT COUNCIL
Contacts: Charlotte Fitzgerald — charlotte.fitzgerald@eastdevon.gov.uk; Melanie Martin — melanie.martin@eastdevon.gov.uk;
Henry Riddell — henry.riddell@eastdevon.gov.uk

TTERTON PARISH IL
The Otterton Parish Council will be holding a Community Coffee Morning on Saturday Sth April between 10am —
12noon. No particular agenda but if anyone running a club or group wishes to come along and tell folk about their
activity, they would be welcome; just let the Clerk know (clerk@otterton.info). A chance to get together, have a chat
and talk to Parish Councillors about anything that affects the village. Refreshments will be available with donations
towards the upkeep of the Jubilee Playpark welcomed. Hope to see you there.
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Francesca Mills, Clerk to Otterton Parish Council; Sandycross Farmhouse, Yettington, Budleigh Salterton EX9 7BW
mobile: 07880 331465; email: clerk@otterton.info; website: www.otterton.info

OTTERTON C of E PRIMARY SCHOOL
We are very busy at school as we prepare to make some improvements to our playground. We are busy
fundraising to add some astro turf and some greenery to the playground and also some new floor markings.
We are also looking to improve our Early Years outdoor space by building a shelter and adding a new door, so
the children can move easily between indoor and outdoor areas.
In school, we enjoyed pancakes on Shrove Tuesday cooked by our Head, Mrs Pelosi! World Book Day was celebrated
this year by dressing as a silent letter word, we had ghosts, receipts and even spaghetti!
Otters class were very lucky to have local author Eva Le Bon visit them to share her book 'What a little star'. The
children had the chance to hear the story, sing songs and meet the characters that Eva used to create her story. Eva left us
with a signed copy of her story, which we are excited to add to our school library.
Heron Class showed lots of enthusiasm and talent at the Dance Festival they took part in at ECC and were very proud of
their hard work. Our year 5 & 6 boys also took part in a football tournament at ECC showing great team spirit.
In RE, the Reception children are learning why the cross is important to Christians at Easter. They listened to the story
and then sequenced the story onto a cross.
A wonderful Shabbat celebration was held for years 1 and 2 to learn the importance of it to some Jewish families.
For more information, please call us on 01395 568326 or email adminotterton@thelink.academy

hocolate Bin ight - Thur rd April m rton Village Hall
All welcome - family friendly bingo with chocolate themed prizes. Raising funds for Otterton C of E Primary School.
Amazing raffle prizes to include: a 2 night stay in a holiday cottage in Otterton, £50 King's Arms voucher, Pynes Farm
fruit & veg hamper, Cream tea for 2 at Otterton Mill, £20 Sir Walter Raleigh voucher, £20 Hidden Oak voucher, a free
car wash at Waves.

OTTERTON COMMUNITY SHOP

Having refurbished the shop, new products are arriving to provide even greater choice, and some of these are illustrated
in this month’s flyer. The expanded range of bread, cakes and pastries from our new supplier, Ryden’s Bakery, includes
their sourdough loaf and good looking croissants. We now sell duck eggs and a wider range of deli items from
Orchardlea. Look out for all these and more in the shop, especially the range of frozen ready meals from Lodge Farm
Kitchen. We are also widening our range of low and non-alcoholic beers and lagers. Amongst the best are the Guiness 00
and Moretti 00, but the new star is the recently arrived Otter Zero IPA from the Otter Brewery which we urge you to try.
It has great depth of colour, is hoppy on the nose and has a rich citrusy bitter taste. Fabulous.

We still need help from any early risers in the village to assist with opening up the shop and laying out the
newspapers first thing in the morning. And we continue to seek someone to assist us with our advertising and
promotion. If either of these might interest you, please contact the shop.

~=> OTTERTON LADIES’ COFFEE MORNING — 11am Monday 7th April at The King’s Arms
A chance to make new friends and catch up with old ones. All welcome. Thanks to the pub for hosting.

OTTERTON GARDEN CLUB

The Otterton Village Spring Show 2025, held on 8th March, was a great success. There were 240 entries and the display,
despite the late spring, was wonderful. We had over 100 adult visitors plus children who enjoyed the colourful displays
and enjoyed teas and cakes. The Show is a showcase for local amateurs and, whilst stressful for the exhibitors, was a
great advertisement for Otterton. Thanks go to everyone who supported the Show, from visitors, competitors, the
Committee and most importantly the helpers. It takes a lot of time and effort to erect the staging and to man the teas,
entry and raffle. I would like give special mention to the Garden Club’s Chairman and his wife who do not even live in
the village. Without Eric’s encyclopaedic knowledge of how it all works and who to ask to be a judge, there would be no
Show. Joan is the catering manager and organises the teas and raffle — thank you both. Congratulations to Penny
Kurowski who narrowly won the Short Cup for the most points in the Show.

TTERTON FOOTBALL CL.UB
Easter Bingo - Saturday 12th April at Otterton Village Hall
Doors open 6.30pm; Eyes Down 7.30pm. Everyone welcome.

OTTERTON MILL

News: Spring has sprung and we have a lovely selection of bulbs to brighten gardens, supplied by a local producer, plus
lovely new Easter goodies in our Farm Shop and new artists in the Gallery. With the warmer weather, it's easier to get
out and about again; we will be open daily 9.30am - Spm from 1st March. Booking for Mother's Day is advised; please
call 01395 568521 or use the online booking form on our website https://www.ottertonmill.com/contact.html
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Milling: 16th - our millers will be milling our wholemeal flour for use in our bakery and for sale in our Farm Shop;
milling 11am-12.30pm & 2-3pm; entry is free.

OTTERTON VILLAGE HALL (from Julia Bove, Secretary)

Otterton Village Hall is upping its green credentials and doing its bit for global warming! David Pankhurst has been
instrumental in acquiring two grants which will enable the installation of solar panels on the village hall. Please read his
message below:

“Otterton Village Hall is having solar panels installed on inconspicuous areas of the roof. The Lottery offered to pay nearly 2/3
of the cost because it is seen as helping our community. The East Devon District Council contributed over a 1/3 of the cost with a
grant based on the green credentials of the scheme. The installation including batteries is expected to supply nearly half the
electricity used annually by the Otterton Community Shop. They are a tenant of the Hall and the aim is to benefit both parties.”
Bookings for Otterton Village Hall can now be made on The Hall Master Booking System which enables you to check
availability, pricing and make hall bookings easily online via the Otterton Village Hall website. Our hall is equipped with
a fully fitted kitchen, wi-fi, sound system, projector, tables and chairs, all included for use in the hire charge. We also
have a smaller meeting room available for meetings or small group activities. Please consider us for
family/birthday/village parties or events! Maybe you are an instructor looking for a space to run your class? There are
already regular keep fit, karate and yoga classes held at the Village Hall which you may be interested in joining. Coming
in April are two new classes - circuits and seated strength & mobility. Please use the 'Hall Booking' link to access the
timetable.

THE KI ’S ARMS — from Freddie and The King’s Arms Team
Hi everyone - So the Pool Table happened, and we are NOT becoming a Sports Bar! Free play nights are going to be on
Thursday, starting properly Thursday 10th April. Bring everyone down for a great night of Pool!

asino night at The King’s Arms!: The King’s is hosting a Charity Casino Night in aid of Hospiscare on Friday 11th
April. There will be 4 tables available to play on, with raffle prizes and live music. Tickets (£25) are available in the pub
(proceeds to Hospiscare) and this gets you casino chips and canapes for the whole night! Dress code is smart casual, so
NOT formal!
Quiz: There will be 2 in April! So mark your diaries for 2nd and 23rd April.
Soapbox fun at The King’s!: We can’t wait to see everyone after the Soapbox Derby when we will have a BBQ on
outside for everyone and an outside bar for refreshments!
Easter Sunday: Mark the calendars — Easter Sunday is 20th April. We’ll get booked up fast so if you want to treat the
Family to Sunday lunch, best get booking now!

Otterton Relief in Need Charity (ORINC) was set up to provide grants or loans to Otterton residents who are in financial
hardship. We can respond very quickly when approached, so please get in touch if you are in a budgetary crisis. oRING
Types of help given include payment of bills for fuel, rent, electricity, supply of logs, and other essential expenses. ‘gi,‘r
You can contact us via our website https://www.orinc.org.uk/ or email us at orin.charity@gmail.com
Paper application forms are available in the village hall foyer and in the church. Post them to us via the private ORINC post box in
the foyer of the village hall which is checked weekly.

ALL APPLICATIONS ARE DEALT WITH IN COMPLETE CONFIDENCE.

THE LOOKOUT FROM LADRAM

Our season is now under way. We would like to thank all local residents who supported us during the winter period by using the
swimming pool. We are now restricting access to the park to overnight guests only. We plan to launch our next winter pool offer in
November 2025. As always, we are on the lookout for new superstars to join our team; we have many job vacancies available for the
season, from part time, school hours to summer holiday jobs for any school leavers. Please email jobs@ladrambay.co.uk for more
information.

Colaton Raleigh
% wamswan  The Easter Art Exhibition runs from 18th to 21st April from 10am to 5pm daily at Colaton
“iidid - Raleigh Village Hall. There will be paintings, cards and crafts to view and for sale. We are
et serving kindly donated homemade cakes and more to raise money for Hospiscare. Call Laura

ﬁ ﬁ oota 55 m 07770 809571 for any further information.

POLICE — Exmouth Neighbourhood Team: Mark.Edwards2@devonandcornwall.pnn.police.uk
Emergency 999; General Enquiries number 101; exmouth@devonandcornwall.pnn.police.uk; http://www.ukcrimestats.com/

TAXI SERVICE: Available for local and long-distance journeys, including airport runs. Contact Barry on 07925
033100.
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Entries for Otterton Parish News should be sent to Jill Beacham - email: jill@beacham.co.uk — 01395 446433
PLEASE NOTE - Deadline for May edition is Friday 18th April latest.
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